2021-2022 RISING ELEVENTH GRADE HONORS AMERICAN LITERATURE
SUMMER READING
Honors eleventh grade students should read two books: one is a required novel, and one is a book of choice
from the list provided.

Assignment #1
Read for a test on the second class meeting. Always purchase hard copies of novels for summer
reading in case your assessment is open-book. Kindle and other digital sources will not be accepted
for an assessment. Bring the novel each day (including day one).
REQUIRED:
The Scarlet Letter by Nathanial Hawthorne
This classic novel, set in Puritan Boston, explores the life of Hester Prynne, an
unmarried mother ostracized for her sin. This novel explores the themes of legalism,
repentance, judgement, and guilt.

Assignment #2
Select one book from the list of four below and complete the tasks.
TASK: Choose one book from the four listed below. Complete the dialectical journal for your choice book using
the template below. These will be due during the third English class meeting. No need to print this out; you will
turn it in on Google Classroom. You are welcome to copy and paste from below or make a copy and use this
google doc.

A Night to Remember by Walter Lord
A non-fiction account of the sinking of the RMS Titanic, this is the novel James
Cameron based his film on. Survivor accounts shape a minute-by-minute historical
picture of that fateful night.

Kindred by Octavia Butler
A time-traveling African American woman is sent back to the days of slavery to save
a drowning man. She is pulled back through time over and over again, experiencing
the dramatically different world in which her ancestors lived.

Manhunt: The Twelve Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson
Based on little-known details of Lincoln’s murder, Swanson explores the massive
manhunt for John Wilkes Booth. This novel is written like a crime-thriller and takes
the reader from Washington, D.C., through Maryland and Virginia as the Union
officers hunt for the President’s killer.

The Optimist’s Daughter by Eudora Welty
Filled with stunning imagery, Welty describes a daughter’s trip back home to the
south to care for her aging father. Her step-mom, a white-trash woman named Fay,
provides an excellent example of classism and in this Pulitzer-Prize winning novel.

TASK: You will write a total of eight dialectical journal entries. Divide your book into four quarters. Complete
two dialectical journal entries for each quarter of the book. For example, if your book is around 200 pages,
write two dialectical journal entries for the first 50 pages, two for pages 51-100, two for pages 101-150, and
two for pages 151-200. See below for the guidelines for dialectical journal entries.

Dialectical Journal Entries (DJEs)
“Dialectical” means “relating to the logical discussion of ideas and opinions.” Two dialectical journal entries
should be written for each quarter of the book. These entries should be typed in the format below and should
be written in complete sentences with correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and grammar. Remember
to use literary present tense! Each “Analysis” section should be a well-developed paragraph.
Select quotes from the text that tell you something about a character or theme, that help you to connect to
the novel, that help you understand the time period or culture in which the novel takes place, or that use
figurative or descriptive language to create imagery.
See an example on the next page.

Example from Lord of the Flies:
Quote:
“I don’t care what they call me,” he said
confidentially, “so long as they don’t call me
what they used to call me at school.”
Ralph was faintly interested.
“What was that?”
The fat boy glanced over his shoulder, then
leaned toward Ralph.
He whispered.
“They used to call me Piggy.”
Location:
Chapter 1, pg. 11

Context:
Ralph and Piggy have just discovered one another and are
getting to know each other while they try to decide what to
do. They have not discovered any other children yet.
Analysis:
This quote concerns the identity of each of the boys. They
realize that they can reinvent themselves because they are
part of a new society. They can create a whole new persona
and even a new name for themselves. It also reveals the
bullying and cruelty that are present in the civilization from
whence they came and the psychological scars that cruelty
left on “the fat boy,” who we only know as Piggy.
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Q&A
What is a good choice from this list? Go to commonsensemedia.org or goodreads.com for summaries and
information.
How many tests will I have over summer reading? You will have one test over The Scarlet Letter.
How many papers will I write for summer reading? You will write a dialectical journal for your choice book
using the template provided here and use it for a class assignment.
What if I have questions about the dialectical journal entries? Email KHarrison@mtparanschool.com.
What if I am an international student or a late admission to the school? Please email
KHarrison@mtparanschool.com.

