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The Mt. Paran Christian School's Murray Innovation Center was unveiled at a ribbon-cutting Thursday morning.
Chart Riggall

MARIETTA — Mt. Paran Christian School unveiled its latest campus gem Wednesday in a
ribbon cutting for its brand-new Murray Innovation Center.
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The 23,000-plus square foot facility will play host to a robotics lab, maker spaces, and
other tools to help students “innovate, create, be resourceful, imaginative, and allow our
teachers to do incredible new things,” said Head of School Tim Wiens.
Wiens told a crowd of dozens of supporters, donors, and parents the project had been
envisioned by Mt. Paran ever since its relocation to its campus off Stilesboro Road. The
main building was originally designed to house about 250 students, but today houses in
the neighborhood of 450.

The add-on takes its name from the Murray Foundation, itself named for the family
which once owned a 750-acre parcel where the campus now sits. The foundation sold 68
of those acres to the school in the early 2000s, allowing Mt. Paran to relocate in 2003.
In addition to contributions from the Murray Foundation and the Graham Family
Foundation, for which the building’s main plaza is named, the school raised nearly $13
million from hundreds of individual donors, according to David Bottoms, the project’s
capital campaign manager.
“This was certainly a team effort, and one that we could not have accomplished without
this community,” Bottoms said.
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After revealing the building’s facade, attendees stepped into a spacious and bright lobby
— the Graham Family Foundation Commons — complete with towering ceilings and a
coffee and smoothie bar.
In addition to the computer lab, 3D printers, robotics tools, and carpentry equipment in
the school, Wiens told the MDJ the philosophy of the wing will be to bring a STEM-like
approach with hands-on learning to other disciplines.
“Our philosophy is that we want our students, whether they be in a history classroom or
a physics classroom, to be innovative, for ingenuity to be a big part of what they're
doing. Not just if they’re science and math students, and that’s kind of the idea behind
this building,” he said.
An emotional Tawanna Rusk, Mt. Paran’s head of high school and assistant head of
school, joked that the grand opening was “a little bit like giving birth or having a
wedding” as she recalled the humble origins of the academy.

“You remember that little church school on Allgood Road that had a wooden playground
in the back, that you all thought was massive? … And remember on Friday afternoons,
we would pack up all of the classrooms so they can be used for Sunday school on
Sunday? And then your teachers came early on Monday, and they unpacked all of their
classrooms so that they can teach Monday through Friday?” Rusk said. “So that little
school is having a big day today — a really big day.”
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