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Section Five / MIDDLE SCHOOL INFORMATION
Attendance and Absence Policies

absences may impact a student’s learning
due to missed instructional time. Abuse of
this policy may result in a student not being
invited to return to MPCS. Parents are
strongly encouraged not to check students
out prior to dismissal just to avoid carpool.

MPCS believes that class attendance is important
for academic growth and for the development of a
sense of responsibility. As most subject materials are
presented in a sequential manner, when a student is
not present, a “gap” in learning can result, which
may affect mastery of future topics. As a result, the
student may be at a disadvantage. Clarification,
discussion, and instruction are also lost when a
student is not in class. Therefore, any unnecessary
absences are to be avoided. It is also profitable for
students to learn that time commitments are
important. This accountability follows them
throughout their lives. Promptness also allows the
student time to organize himself/herself prior to the
start of class. A final consideration is the effect of
tardiness on classmates and teachers. Everyone is
affected when the class is interrupted by a student
who has arrived late.

When Checking-Out Early Is Necessary
Middle school students leaving early must
provide a written excuse to the main school office
before 8:00 a.m. The parent or guardian should
report to the school office to sign the student out
of school.
● Parents/guardians are requested to arrange
doctor, dental and orthodontist
appointments for after-school hours. Due to
carpool traffic, there will be NO STUDENT
CHECK-OUTS ALLOWED AFTER 2:00 p.m.
● Late arrival to any class is treated as a tardy.

Attendance and Tardiness

MPCS takes an ardent position that regular class
attendance is essential for academic continuity and
progress. Parents should do whatever necessary to
assure consistent class attendance by their children.
Regular tardiness is also viewed as unacceptable
behavior by students and will also be addressed by
the school’s administration. Parents should note the
following regarding attendance and punctuality:
● Parents are strongly discouraged from
planning family or other non-school related
trips at times that do not correspond to
MPCS designated vacations
● Parents will be notified when a student has
reached an unacceptable number of
absences during the semester. If the
problem persists, disciplinary action will
be implemented.
● Due to best practice as well as GHSA
regulations, no student who is absent for
more than half a day will be permitted to
participate in any school related activity the
evening of the absence.
● Parents should at all times avoid enabling
children by excusing them (i.e. checking
them out of school) due to pressures of
exams or unpreparedness on the part of
a student.
● Parents will be notified by the school

Late Arrivals and Early Check-Outs
●
●

●

●

Contact the school office and/or the
homeroom teacher to report that a student
is going to be late or absent.
Middle school students arriving after 8:00
a.m. are considered tardy and must report
to the main school office to sign-in and
receive an admission slip for class. Any
student arriving after 11:30 a.m. is
considered absent a full day. Also, a
student who checks out before 11:30 a.m.
and does not return will be counted absent
for the day.
The time allotted for taking morning
attendance is short. To ensure an accurate
attendance check and time for morning
devotion all students should be present.
A student who is in school but is not
present when attendance is taken will be
counted absent.
Students entering school late or leaving
school before the end of the day must have
written parental permission and must also
sign-in or sign-out in the front office (see
“When Checking-Out Early Is Necessary”).
Parents and guardians are discouraged from
checking students out early. Frequent
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●

●

●

●

●

●

administrator when a student has been
tardy 5 times per semester. If tardiness
persists, disciplinary action will
be implemented.
A student who exhibits a pattern of
consistent tardiness or absence may be
prohibited from re-enrollment.
Parents/guardians and students are
reminded that Georgia law requires
students to be enrolled and regularly attend
school. Parents/guardians and students are
reminded of the school’s yearly calendar
that provides sufficient vacation periods.
Regular middle school hours are: Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 8:00
a.m. to 3:10 p.m. and on Wednesday from
8:45 a.m.-3:10 p.m.
Students are expected to arrive at school
promptly. Students arriving after 8:00 a.m.
or 8:45 a.m. on Wednesdays are
considered tardy. A pattern of unexcused
tardiness will result in disciplinary
consequences.
Students are required to attend all classes,
assemblies, and chapels unless excused by
administration. Unexcused absences will
warrant disciplinary action. Class
assignments and/or assessments missed
due to an unexcused absence may result in
a lower grade.
If a full-day or half-day absence can be
predetermined, parents should contact the
middle school administration. Students
must sign-out in the school office prior to
leaving.

return and should be given to the homeroom
teacher.
The following will apply for excused absences:
● It is the student’s responsibility to take the
initiative to make up a test or complete
assignments. Students will not receive
credit for all assignments and/or tests not
completed and submitted to the teacher in
the designated amount of time.
● All work missed due to an excused absence
must be made up as follows:
1. Students have a period of make-up
time equal to the number of days
absent. This includes all tests,
major papers, homework, and
daily assignments.
2. Previously assigned tests must be
taken, and previously assigned
projects are due on the day a
student returns from an absence.
Special consideration may be
granted by the teacher.
3. For excused absences of three or
more days, parents may obtain
assignments by contacting the
teachers directly.
Unexcused Absences
Absences that are not specifically listed in the
document as excused are considered unexcused.
When a student receives an unexcused absence, the
following will happen:
● The student may not be given credit for
missed assignments, tests, quizzes,
homework, etc., during the days of
absence. A “0” may be given for
missed work.
● Tests and major projects that are due on
the day of return must be taken and/or
turned in on that day.
● 8th grade ONLY - All unexcused absences
count against the final exemption policy. Be
mindful of how many days your child misses
from each class. Once you have more than 5
absences you are not eligible to exempt the
final exam.

Absences
Excused Absences
An excused absence is:
● An absence due to personal illness.
● An absence due to grave illness of an
immediate family member.
● Bereavement.
● Participation in a school-sponsored event.
Excluding the participation in school-sponsored
events, the student must provide a written excuse
(email, fax or note) for the absence, detailing the
reason for the absence and the dates of absence.
The note must be signed by the parent/guardian,
dated, and should list daytime phone numbers. The
note must accompany the student on the day of

Excessive Absences
The Southern Association for Colleges and Schools
requires a certain number of class hours per subject.
Therefore, more than six excused OR unexcused
absences in a semester in any class may result in no
credit unless arrangements are made with the
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administration and the course instructor to make
up lost time and work prior to the semester’s end.
Students who miss more than thirty minutes of a
class will receive no credit for the class. Absences
due to school-sponsored activities do not count
as absences.
The appropriate administrator will handle
extended absences.. The administrator will
determine whether or not the school can provide
educational services during the student’s extended
absence due to illness. A written doctor’s excuse
must be given to the school for extended
absences. The school must be given written
permission to confer with the doctor during and
after the absence of the student. Make-up work will
be assigned and administered by the teacher at a
time of his/her discretion.
In any subject that work has not been completed
because of extended absence due to illness,
students will receive an incomplete (I). All work must
be made up in a reasonable amount of time as
determined by the administration. Failure to do so
may result in a deficit of learning and failing grade.
MPCS reserves the right to question a large
accumulation of absences, either excused or
unexcused. In the event that absences are excessive,
affect the school community, or interfere with the
student’s ability to complete assignments, a
conference will be called and disciplinary action will
be taken.

Students are considered tardy at 8:46 a.m. The
school bus pick-up times will not change.
If necessary, for households with two working
parents, you may drop off your child(ren) as early as
7:30 a.m. and they will be monitored in an ageappropriate study hall until 8:25 a.m.
Chapel services will remain on Wednesdays at the
following times: preschool and lower school begins
at 9:00 a.m., high school at 10:30 a.m., and middle
school at 1:30 p.m.

Dress Code Policies
Please refer to Official School Uniform
Requirements in the general 2019-2020
Parent/Student Handbook.
Please note: “Extreme hairstyles” on males
is interpreted as below the collar and below
the eyebrows.
Jewelry and accessories must be conservative in
style and amount. Male ear piercings and multiple
female ear piercings are prohibited as are any other
body piercings.

Violations

A student who is not in dress code may be asked
to call his/her parent or guardian to bring a change
of clothing. The student will wait in the office for
appropriate clothing to be brought by the parent or
guardian. Repeated violations will result in
appropriate consequences. It is expected that
students and parents/guardians will support the
uniform dress policy of the school, and that
violations will not be an issue. The school
administration is the final authority concerning
appropriateness of dress.

Returning to School After a Mental Health
Concern or Absence
Students who experience a mental health issue
such as: threat or action to constitute self-harm or
harm to others, behavior that impacts day to day
school functions resulting from a mental health
condition, or other mental health concern that may
impact a student’s ability to navigate the school
setting must have written documentation from the
attending doctor stating the student is clear to
return to school. Furthermore, documentation must
state the student is not considered a threat to
himself /herself or others.

Behavioral Policies
Middle School Behavior Plan

Discipline is necessary for the welfare of the
individual as well as for the entire school. The desire
of the staff at MPCS is to assist in training children
so that they become more self-disciplined
and responsible.
Students are nurtured in the acknowledgement of,
acceptance of, and proper response toward biblical
standards of behavior. For students, this involves
responding to faculty, staff members, and peers

Late-Start Wednesdays

Wednesday classes for all students will begin at
a later time to allow our faculty time for
professional development.
Morning drop-off on Wednesdays is from 8:258:45 a.m. The official school day begins with the
morning devotion and announcements at 8:45 a.m.
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with respect.
As students progress through the middle school
years, there is increased responsibility for behavior
and attitudes. There is an understanding between
teachers, students, and parents that additional
independence requires each student to exercise
greater levels of responsibility in following
established norms of behavior. Teachers and
students work together to create an appropriate
learning environment.

information that would create a false
impression.
● STEALING is taking the property of another
without consent.
● CHEATING is unauthorized assistance
sought, received, or offered on any type of
schoolwork that could result in an unfair
advantage. It is the representation of
another’s work as one’s own.
A student found guilty of violating the Integrity
Code shall be subject to possible suspension from
the school. Consequences may vary with the degree
of severity of the violation. School administration
will determine said consequence. Certain guidelines
for acceptable behavior have been established
regarding student behavior and deportment. The
administration has the responsibility as the final
authority to enforce the intent and spirit of the
Integrity Code. The function of the code is to:
● Reveal God (Joshua 1:5).
● Develop and maintain a climate that allows
the school to function in a decent and
orderly manner (1 Corinthians 14:40).
● Teach students submission to authority
(Hebrews 13:17).
● Instill the values of Christian character (2
Peter 1:5-8).
● Promote and instill self-discipline (Psalms
119:165-168).
In keeping with our mission to unite home, school,
and church, we feel that communication between
parents and teachers is of paramount importance. It
is our hope and prayer that the home and school will
cooperate fully with each other. Should a concern
arise, the parent(s) or teacher should take the
matter quickly and respectfully to the other. Each
has the prerogative of requesting an administrator’s
presence in conferences concerning students.
No conduct code can hope to address every
infraction that might occur. These regulations are
not intended to be exhaustive, but to provide
general guidelines for acceptable behavior.

Conduct Grades

Conduct score is represented by the category
containing the criteria that most closely represents
classroom conduct:
Very Good
Stays on task
Seldom requires teacher correction
Makes positive contributions to class
Is punctual to class
Is prepared for class
Is respectful and courteous to peers and staff
Does not distract from instruction
Good
Needs reminders to stays on task
Responds positively to teacher correction
Contributes to class when prompted
Is sometimes tardy to class
Is occasionally unprepared for class
Is respectful to peers and staff
Needs Improvement
Demonstrates minimal effort to stay on task
Is disruptive to class
Contributes minimally to class
Is frequently tardy to class
Is often unprepared for class
Demonstrates a lack of respect and courtesy for
peers and staff

Integrity Code

MPCS recognizes that developing and instilling
integrity in its students is at the core of its mission.
With this in mind, an Integrity Code has been
established in grades six through twelve that states
the following:
MPCS students will refrain from being untruthful,
stealing, and cheating and will encourage others to
do the same.
● Being UNTRUTHFUL is making a false
statement or intentionally omitting

General Conduct Rules
●
●

●
●
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Students are to be respectful of the rights
and property of others.
Appropriate behavior is expected in the
school building. Running, yelling, or acting
in a disorderly manner is not permitted.
Inappropriate language will not
be tolerated.
If a student is found to be cheating, a grade

●

●

●

●

●

●

of zero will be given on the assignment.
Students may be referred to the
administrator for further disciplinary
actions should this behavior continue.
Possession of, consumption of, distributing,
or the selling of any restricted substances
including tobacco, alcohol, and drugs, or
items alleged to be illegal, is forbidden. If a
student is involved with any of these
activities, expulsion may result. MPCS
reserves the right to search the possessions
of students suspected of violating this rule.
Weapons of any kind, such as guns or
knives, etc., must not be brought on to the
school grounds or to any school event.
MPCS reserves the right to search the
personal possessions of students suspected
of violating this rule. Students should not
bring toy or look-alike guns or weapons on
the school premises for any reason.
If school property is maliciously or
carelessly defaced or damaged, repair or
replacement will be required. Lost,
damaged, or abused books and equipment
will be paid for by those responsible.
Suspension may result from disrespectful
conduct, disruptions in class, profanity, or
physical abuse. If conduct is not greatly
improved after the suspension, expulsion
may follow. Physical abuse may result in an
immediate expulsion.
Littering on campus, including in the dining
hall, is prohibited. Clean-up tasks will be
assigned to students who fail to respect
this guideline.
When the class pledges the American
and Christian flags, students are expected
to participate.

Dismissal

Middle School dismisses each day at 3:10 p.m.
Students must be picked up at dismissal each day by
a parent or other authorized driver. Students who
are participating in school supervised athletics, arts,
or club activities must report to the designated
location by 3:20 p.m. Students are not permitted to
remain on campus without adult supervision at any
time. Students who elect to participate in after “The
Zone” after school program are expected to report
to the Weber Collaboratory and sign in no later than
3:20 p.m. Students who do not adhere to these
guidelines, will receive consequences accordingly.

Sexual Harassment

It is the policy of MPCS that no member of
the community should be subject to sexual
harassment by any other member of that
community. This policy and procedure is intended t
o create an atmosphere free from sexual
harassment. Toward this end, MPCS supports the
principle that sexual harassment represents a failure
in Christian behavior and that sexual exploitation will
not be condoned. Sexual harassment is defined as
unwelcome sexual advances, request for sexual
favors, or other verbal or physical conduct of a
sexual nature when such conduct has the effect of
reasonably interfering with an individual’s
performance or creates an intimidating, hostile, or
offensive academic environment.
Any member of MPCS who believes that he or
she has been the victim of sexual harassment
should promptly bring the matter to the attention
of the administration.

Bullying and Cyber-Bullying Policy

MPCS will not tolerate any bullying behavior.
No student shall bully another student or students,
either expressed or implied. No student shall
engage in harassment or intimidation toward
another student or students. Bullying can be
expressed in but not limited to: physical contact,
written, verbal, or electronic communication.
Bullying behavior is defined as repeated, willful
attempts or threats to cause injury, to intimidate,
to harass, or to embarrass that substantially
interfere with a student’s education or the
educational environment.
If students are the victim of such behavior, they
are encouraged to discuss the behavior with their
parents. Parents and students are required to report
any such behavior to a person in authority at school:

Hallway Rules

Expectations for students as they pass through the
hallways include:
● Walking quietly to show respect for
other classes
● Refraining from touching the walls
displaying the work of other students
Disciplinary procedures are not limited to the
above, and the administration has final discretion in
decisions involving detention, suspension, or
expulsion. Repeated suspensions may result in
expulsion or denial of re-enrollment.
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a teacher, a counselor, or a head.
The MPCS bullying policy includes any bullying
and forms of cyber-bullying which is a method of
harming or intimidating another student by
harassing through the use of phone calls, text
messages, instant messenger, posting or spreading
hurtful comments, videos, or audio records online
through personal websites and social networking
websites.
MPCS will not tolerate any bullying or cyberbullying actions. Cases of bullying will be dealt with
in a manner appropriate for the age of the student
and the incidents that have occurred.

hindrance or delay. The Headmaster or his/her
representative is authorized to conduct inspection of
students’ school lockers. Suspicion of the presence
of items such as, but not limited to, weapons,
contraband, drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, or materials
considered inappropriate at MPCS, could warrant a
search.
Middle school lockers are subject to inspection
and search by school officials. In the event the
search of the student’s person, personal
possessions, or locker reveals the student is
concealing material, the possession of which is
prohibited by federal, state, or local law
enforcement, authorities may be notified so that
they may take appropriate action. The
administration will attempt to notify parents in the
event local law enforcement officers are called. All
confiscated items will remain in the possession of
the school or be forwarded to local law
enforcement.

Offensive Materials

The school reserves the right to permanently
confiscate and destroy immoral or offensive
materials (i.e., books, magazines, posters, cards, or
other media) brought to school. The administration
reserves the right to determine whether an item
meets this description.

Discredit Clause

Middle School Co-Curricular
Activities

MPCS reserves the right to discipline or to dismiss
any student who is involved on or off campus in an
activity that reflects in a negative way on the mission
of the school.

Athletics

Interscholastic teams in grades six through eight
are fielded in baseball, basketball, football,
cheerleading, cross country, golf, soccer, softball,
volleyball, swimming, tennis, lacrosse, wrestling,
equestrian, and track/field. Students who wish to
participate in interscholastic athletics or
cheerleading must meet eligibility requirements
required by MPCS.

Right to Safety

In an effort to provide a safe learning environment
for all students and staff, students who make verbal
or written death threats toward a person or
terroristic threats toward the school will be reported
to law enforcement. The student’s parents will be
contacted, and the student will be removed from
campus. The student will receive a minimum three
(3) day out of school suspension and before
returning to school, the student must be seen by a
licensed psychologist and provide the school with a
written mental health evaluation that states the
student is not a threat to self or others.

Co-Curricular Eligibility
(Athletics, Arts, and Leadership)

Although co-curricular activities have great value
in developing the young people who participate in
them, they are secondary to the main purpose of
education. To this end, participation in co-curricular
activities is reserved for those students who meet
the following criteria noted below set forth by MPCS.
Students involved in co-curriculars will have their
grades reviewed at the end of each 9 week
marking period.
Students who have less than a C average in two or
more classes at the end of a 9 week grading period
will NOT be allowed to participate in any cocurricular activity for a minimum of three weeks. If a
student does not improve academic performance to

Interrogation and Search Policies

The Headmaster, head or counselor is authorized
to conduct reasonable interrogations of students
in order to properly investigate and address
student misconduct.
MPCS endeavors to provide a safe and secure
environment for all students. The Board of Trustees
authorizes reasonable searches of students to that
end by authorized school officials. Searches based on
reasonable suspicion may proceed without
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proper standing (see Academic Probation) by the
end of the three week probationary period, they will
continue to forfeit the privilege of participating in
co-curricular activities until the student meets the
proper criteria and expectations.
All students must be in good standing behaviorally
and meet the behavioral criteria as established by
the local administrator to participate in
co-curricular activities.
All students who wish to participate in fall school
activities (i.e. athletics, performing arts, leadership,
etc.) must meet the criteria and be fully accepted
for the next school year at the time of tryouts
or sign-up.
See the general section of the 2019-2020
handbook for financial responsibilities. Students
must be current in the business office in order to
participate in athletics.
All students are required to have a current
physical on file in the athletic office prior to
beginning any activity. Please see the MPCS
website for our policies/ procedures manual for
more information.

organize school events. The middle school Student
Forum is served by its President and representatives
for grades six through eight.

General Information
Travel Policy

Participation in approved, school-sponsored
trips of any kind is restricted to only MPCS students,
MPCS students’ parents, MPCS staff, administrationapproved MPCS alumni, and MPCS staff spouses.
If a third-party trip coordinating company is used,
representatives of that company can also attend for
the express purpose of facilitating and leading
the trips.
Participation in school-sponsored trips is also
limited to the dates and transportation method
designated by MPCS.
Students who travel under the school’s
supervision on ANY school or athletic activity
must return with the school group and to the
school unless the parent/ guardian signs the
student out with the teacher/coach. The only people
to whom a student will be released on such trips are
the student’s parents or guardians, unless written
notification is provided beforehand. This is
necessary because of the school’s legal
responsibility and liability.

Sportsmanship Clause

Players and fans are expected to demonstrate
appropriate behavior and to show respect for the
opponents and fans. Rudeness, poor sportsmanship,
and profanity in any form are prohibited and subject
to disciplinary action, including exclusion from
participating in athletic events.

Communication

National Junior Honor Society

Messages to Students
In the event that urgent information must be
relayed to a student during the school day, the
school receptionist will relay the message to the
student’s teacher. Telephones open at the main
receptionist’s desk at 7:00 a.m. Calls should not be
made after 2:30 p.m.; the delivery of a message
phoned in after 2:30 p.m. cannot be guaranteed
prior to school dismissal.

The National Junior Honor Society provides
eligibility for students in grades 7-8. Selection for
membership is based on five criteria:
● Scholarship
● Leadership
● Service
● Character
● Citizenship
Students must have a minimum cumulative grade
point average of 3.5 to apply. Current members of
the NJHS are evaluated on a yearly basis. If they fail
to meet the established criteria, they will be placed
on probation for a semester and removed from
active membership.

Phone Numbers and Addresses
To facilitate communication as needed, it is
important that all parents/guardians supply the
school with accurate home, work, and cell phone
numbers and home addresses. A student directory is
published each year. Parents not wishing to have
their phone number and address published should
contact the school during the first week of school.

Student Forum

The purpose of the Student Forum is to act as a
liaison between the student body and the school
administration. This association also functions to
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Phone Use
Students may use the school office phone for
emergency calls only. Students may use the
classroom phones at the direction of and under the
direct supervision of a teacher. Students should not
leave class to make a phone call except in the event
of illness.
Students are not to make outgoing or receive
incoming calls or text messages on cellular phones
while in the school building and during instructional
time. If this occurs, the student’s phone will be
confiscated and can be retrieved by a parent at the
end of the school day or anytime after.
If a parent or guardian needs to contact a staff
member or teacher for any reason, please call the
school office and leave a message or email the
teacher directly. Due to teaching responsibilities or
staff duties, the teacher or staff member may not be
immediately available, but your call or email will be
returned as soon as possible. Staff and teachers
home phone numbers are not made available to
parents/guardians. Please do not call teachers at
home unless they personally ask you to do so.

PlusPortals

Seeking to enhance communication between
parents and teachers, as well as between parents
and students, the MPCS Middle School offers
parents the opportunity to access their child’s grades
via PlusPortals. Parents are permitted entry through
private access codes and passwords to view their
child’s grades. Students may only access their
information if parents choose to give them their
access code. Any violation of this procedure will
warrant immediate expulsion from school. Once
class rosters are set in the registrar’s office,
PlusPortals will be available to parents. (There may
be a three to four week delay at the beginning of
each semester.) Access codes are assigned and given
to parents by the school.

Visitors to School

Parents/guardians or community resource visitors
are welcome to visit the school, as are those who
may be interested in possible enrollment in MPCS.
Upon arrival guests must sign-in at the school office.
Attendance at special events, plays, athletic events,
and musical programs is encouraged and
appreciated.
Student visitors will be allowed within the school
day only if they are shadowing as a potential MPCS
student. Students should plan to wear conservative
attire. A student visit must be arranged through the
Admission office prior to the visit. Authorized
permission from the Admission Director must have
been granted to the student.

The Weekly Word
The Weekly Word, a school informational
newsletter, is available online.
Conferences
Parents/guardians are encouraged to confer with
teachers throughout the school year. Several dates
are set aside during the school year for parentteacher communication; however,
parents/guardians are urged to contact the teacher
or counselor for an appointment when a change in
the student’s behavior occurs, or when a concern
about an academic, emotional, social, or disciplinary
matter arises. If desired, the student may be invited
to attend this appointed meeting.
During the fall parent-teacher conferences are
scheduled. Parents/guardians are contacted to
arrange appointment times.

Elevator

The elevator is off limits to students, except for
those with permanent or temporary physical
disabilities/injuries. Otherwise, it is for school staff
use only.

Lost and Found

Any lost articles of a general nature that are found
should be brought to the lost and found area in the
PE hallway. Should your child lose a personal
belonging, please check with the receptionist. Items
that are unclaimed are given away or discarded
monthly. The school does not accept responsibility
for students’ personal belongings. Any valuable item
found should be turned in to the school office.

Classroom Visiting
Any parents/guardians who wish to visit the
classroom or eat lunch with their child (children)
are asked to clear such visitation in advance with
the teacher.
Note: Visitors and parents must check in at the
school office before going to the classroom. Name
tags must be worn.
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Field Trips

Dismissal

To enrich the educational program, field trips are
planned. Parents/guardians will have advance notice
of a planned trip away from campus. An electronic
Field Trip Permission Form with parent/guardian
signature must be returned to the teacher before a
student’s participation is permitted. The school will
arrange transportation to and from a field trip
destination. Only drivers designated by the school
will be allowed to transport students.
Generally, there will be a cost to parents for
transportation and admission. Sack lunches will be
provided by the school food services. For extended
trips there will be a cost for overnight lodging. See
Tuition and Financial Policies in the general 20172018 Parent/Student Handbook regarding eligibility
to participate in overnight activities.
Please see “Guidelines for Trip Volunteer
Attendee” in the Appendices of the General
Student Handbook section.

At school dismissal times, parents/guardians are
asked to make arrangements for the prompt pick up
of children. If students are chronically left at school
after 3:25, parents will be contacted in an effort to
remedy the concern. After regular school hours,
middle school students will be assigned to The Zone
after school program in the Collaboratory. No
students are allowed on the school campus after
hours (310 p.m.) without adult MPCS staff or parent
supervision. The Zone is available to parents who are
unable to pick up by 3:25 p.m. each day.. All
students must be picked up from The Zone by 6:00
p.m. Any student who fails to comply with The Zone
guidelines/expectations will be denied the privilege
of attending and parents will have to make
alternative arrangements to have their child picked
up by 3:25 p.m.

Chapel

Proverbs 22:6 tells us, “Train a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will not turn from
it.” MPCS believes that an integral part of instruction
is developing a close, strong relationship with the
Lord. In keeping with this conviction, the students
attend organized chapel services each week, which
provide them with an opportunity for praise and
worship. The services may include media such as
dramatic presentations, musical programs, and guest
speakers. The majority of Chapel services will occur
in the Kristi Lynn Theatre of the Murray Arts Center.
Students are not to bring food or drink into the
theatre. Students are expected to be good stewards
of this facility.

Yearbook

The MPCS yearbook will be distributed to all
students in the spring.

Student Records

A permanent cumulative file is maintained for
each student. The main content of each file relates
to health records, grades, and standardized test
results. MPCS will release the contents of the
cumulative record to another school upon request.
Before any records can be released, the financial
accounts of the student’s family must be current.
Records will not be released until this condition is
met. With a two-day business day notice, and
barring a court order to the contrary, any parent
may request access to his/her child’s cumulative file.
This file may be reviewed in the presence of a school
administrator. All requests for academic records
must be in writing from the custodial parent. All
inquiries and requests for financial records must be
in writing from the person who signed the tuition
financial contract.
To provide greater protection for our Mount
Paran students and their families we will not mail
immunization certificates and birth certificates with
student records. Social Security numbers are never
forwarded or mailed.

Elastic Clause

MPCS reserves the right to enforce disciplinary
procedures when the health and welfare of an
individual student or the community is best served.
The school reserves the right to require a student to
withdraw for cause, medical or otherwise.
The MPCS Board of Trustees and Administration
reserve the right to make changes in this entire
handbook and to the policies contained herein.
Parents will be notified in writing of any changes
deemed necessary.
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classes are offered on a rotational schedule.
Advanced courses taken in middle school serve to
place students on an advanced track in the
curriculum. Beginning with the graduating class of
2017, courses taken in middle school will be listed on
the high school transcript with numeric grades but
will not be awarded high school credit or calculated
into the high school cumulative GPA or HOPE GPA.
Middle school courses including Spanish 1, Algebra
1, and geometry will not be used as credits earned to
meet high school graduation requirements.

Pledges

Pledge of Allegiance
I pledge allegiance to the flag
Of the United States of America
And to the republic for which it stands
One nation, under God, indivisible,
With liberty and justice for all.
Pledge to the Christian Flag
I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag
And to the Savior, for whose Kingdom it stands
One Savior, crucified, risen, and coming again
With life and liberty to all who believe.

Grade determinations:

Pledge to the Bible
I pledge allegiance to the Bible,
God’s Holy Word.
I will make it a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path.
I will hide its words in my heart
That I might not sin against Thee.

Letter Grade

Computer, Network, and
Internet Policies

Percentage

A

90-100

B

80-89

C

74-79

D

70-73

F

Below 70

Please Note: The highest numeric grade a student
can have recorded on the report card or transcript is
100. No numeric grade above 100 will be recorded
on any report card or transcript. HOPE scholarship
only evaluates numeric grades up to 100.

Please see Student Responsible Use
Policy in the general 2019-2020
Parent/Student Handbook.

Academic Probation

Students who have less than a C average in two or
more classes at the end of a 9 week grading period
will be placed on academic and co-curricular
probation for a minimum of two weeks. While on
academic probation, students will forfeit the
privilege to participate in all co-curricular activities.
If a student on academic probation does not
improve academic performance to proper standing
by the end of the two week probationary period,
they will continue to remain on academic probation
until the student meets the criteria and expectations
set above. If a student is not cleared of academic
probation after three consecutive marking periods,
the student may not be able to enroll for the
following school year.

Middle School Curriculum
Middle School Core Subjects

Sixth, seventh and eighth grade students attend
the following classes:
● Bible
● Language Arts
● Social Studies
● Math
● Science
● Exploratory Classes
Standardized test scores, student performance
and teacher recommendations determine the math
and language arts levels for students.
Exploratory classes for Middle School may include
subjects such as Spanish, technology, study skills,
physical education, band, strings, art, chorus, dance,
outdoor education and fitness, and drama. These

Final Exams

Final exams are required for all 8th grade students.
Students will be dismissed after exams are
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completed each day. There are no arrangements for
students to stay later on these days.
Eighth grade students who meet specified criteria
may exempt finals at the end of their second
semester. Criteria for exemption are:
● Student must have an A average in the
class.
● Student must not have more than five
tardies or three absences in the class for
the semester.
● 8th grade students must not have more than
3 citation points per semester.
If a student tuition account is overdue, no MPCS
student may receive grade reports or transcripts, nor
is eligible for sports, auditions, elections, camps, or
overnight activities.

Directed Studies Philosophy
●

●

●

●

Report Cards

Grades are reported at the end of each nine week
marking period; however, grades for each grading
period in a semester are cumulative from the
beginning of the semester. Grades for the entire
semester contribute to each marking period. At the
end of the semester, grades from all eighteen weeks
are averaged together.
If a student or parent feels there is justification to
question a semester grade, initial contact must be
made with the teacher and/or guidance counselor
within one week of receiving grades.

●

Believing all people to be unique creations
of a loving God and viewing human intellect
as that which can be shaped and developed,
the MPCS directed studies program
supports diverse, nontraditional learners to
achieve success in a Christian, college
preparatory, rigorous K-12 program.
To provide small group instruction that is
geared to individual learning profiles and to
promote intensive interaction between
teacher and students
To provide an educational experience that
facilitates the development of student
success through the building of student selfefficacy and self-motivation
To provide an instructional approach that
achieves necessary levels of instruction,
supervised and independent reinforcement,
and application
To integrate a functional-skills focus into all
instructional methodology

Directed Studies Program Details

Middle School directed studies services include
self-contained instruction in math and language arts
for grades six through eight. The directed studies
program is designed to personalize learning through
the modification of curricular materials and
sensitivity to pace of instruction. As a result,
instruction is individualized to meet the unique
needs of each student. In addition, directed studies
teachers provide instruction and monitoring support
in the area of study skills. Academic organization and
test preparation, for example, are critical areas of
support provided by the directed studies program.
To further monitor student performance, directed
studies personnel collaborate with mainstream
colleagues to address student needs in other areas.

Incomplete Semester Grades

Any student receiving an incomplete for a
semester grade will have 14 days to complete all
assignments and exams which are due. After this
period of time, any work not completed will be
posted as a failing grade.

Middle School Directed Studies
Program Information

Qualifying for directed studies services is
contingent upon one of the following:
1. Recommendation of current psychoeducational evaluation
2. Recommendation from previous or
current grade level math and/or language
arts teachers with approval of
administration
3. Parental request with approval
from administration

In addition to the regular middle school curricula,
MPCS offers a Middle School directed studies
program for students whose academic challenges
may hinder educational success in a larger classroom
setting. These support services are offered in
language arts and math. Program participation
requires the approval of directed studies faculty and
school administration. While a psychoeducational
evaluation is not required, it is strongly encouraged
in an effort to best serve the learning needs of
the student.

To provide excellent support and enhance the
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quality of student learning, class sizes are limited.
Because a primary goal of the directed studies
program is to build student independence, levels of
student support are intentionally lessened as
students transition to higher grades.
Student support services including but not limited
to occupational therapy and physical therapy are not
provided by MPCS. If a current psycho-educational
evaluation indicates a need for support beyond the
scope of the directed studies program, parents must
secure warranted services from outside agencies.
Speech therapy is provided on campus for an
additional fee.
Although MPCS does not serve students with
emotional or behavioral disorders, behavior
modification programming is provided on an
individual basis as a comprehensive supplement to
instructional support. Finally, to ensure the
successful movement between divisions, transition
services prepare students, parents, and instructional
personnel for the unique concerns faced by
each student.

educational evaluation, may include the following:
● Additional time for test completion
● Environmental adaptations
● Auditory support for test completion
While a psycho-educational evaluation is not
required for admission to the directed studies
program, standardized testing accommodations may
only be implemented for students with
recommendations from a psycho-educational
evaluation which has been completed within the
previous three years. Moreover, when an
assessment becomes outdated, a student must be
retested to continue receiving standardized
testing accommodations.
Entrance into self-contained directed studies
classes is governed by the following policies:
● A recommendation, although not
required, from a current psychoeducational evaluation advising
directed studies placement
● The scheduling of a transition meeting
attended by parent(s) or guardian(s), and
MPCS personnel, detailing the carry-over of
grades and remaining considerations
● The completion of a contractual agreement
making provision for the payment of
directed studies fees
Exit from self-contained directed studies classes is
governed by the following policies:
● Approval from the MPCS directed studies
faculty and administration
● The scheduling of a transition meeting
attended by parent(s) or guardian(s), and
MPCS personnel, detailing the carry-over of
grades and remaining considerations
● The establishment of a transition date at
the end of the current grading period
● The completion of the Directed Studies
Withdrawal Form provided from the
administration to the parent after
completion of the above steps.
The following transition services for students
entering high school directed studies are provided:
● The scheduling of a transition meeting
attended by parent(s) or guardian(s) and
MPCS directed studies personnel.
● The identification of the increased emphasis
on student independence and the potential
need for supplemental support outside the
scope of the MPCS program

Directed Studies Services

Directed studies classrooms are supportive, safe,
and unique environments that are conducive to
individual success and enable students to receive
individual attention. Teachers and students explore
ways to utilize areas of strength to overcome
learning difficulties. Students gain a strong
foundation of fundamental skills and a better
awareness of their thinking processes. Self-efficacy
is enhanced as students become more successful,
more independent, and gain a greater awareness of
their particular learning profiles. This program
encourages students to learn self-advocacy so they
may become more independent and more
confident in life.
Curricular and supplemental materials are
used to address grade-level objectives in
self-contained classes.
Limited instructional accommodations may
include the following:
● Additional time for test completion
● Test re-formatting which may include
structural and response alternatives
● Environmental adaptations
● Auditory support for test completion
● Note-taking support
● Organizational support
Accommodations for standardized testing, based
on recommendations from a current psycho-
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Note: There is an additional fee for participation in
directed studies.

subject area.
In general, middle school students should not have
more than one hour of homework per night. On
Wednesday night homework is not assigned so that
students are free to attend mid-week church
services. The exception to this is the assignment of a
minimal amount of mathematics homework.
Having a specific time for studying is important,
and the designated area and hour should be
used consistently.

Speech Services

Speech services are offered on-site for an
additional fee upon recommendation or may be an
admission requirement. If a student is approved to
withdraw from speech services, the fees are
assessed based on the annual rate with a monthly
proration for the time of enrollment in services.

Student Evaluations

Middle School students receive report cards at the
end of each nine weeks, with a semester grade being
assigned after the 2nd and 4th grading periods. The
maximum achievable grade in any course is 100%.
Standardized testing supplements the classroom
information about a child’s progress. Each spring,
standardized tests are used to provide an objective
estimate of each student’s performance in
comparison to students in the same grade
throughout the country.

Guidance Services
The middle school guidance program provides
services to both students and their parents. Services
provided include, but are not limited to, academic
planning, standardized testing and its interpretation,
new student orientation, placement testing,
conferences and referrals to outside organizations
as necessary.
In an effort to help students achieve their
maximum potential, the goal of the middle school
guidance program is to enhance the personal, social
and educational growth of students during their
transitional years from lower school to high school.
This includes the exploration of educational and
career opportunities. Through a developmental
guidance program, the counselor works directly with
students to facilitate growth and development of
interpersonal and social skills.
Students may initiate an appointment to meet
with the counselor or may be referred by a parent,
teacher or administrator. Conferences are kept
confidential unless the counselor believes the
individual’s safety
or the safety of another is at risk, at which time the
parents, administration or proper authorities will
be contacted.
Students requiring prolonged or intense
counseling may be referred to an outside source.

Middle School Textbooks
and Supplies
Book sales are conducted by the school’s online
textbook vendor by course name for high school and
by grade level for middle school. Once 2019-2020
schedules are posted in mid-July, middle and high
school parents will be sent a link to order student
materials in their customized course booklist using
the online portal.
A textbook Buy-back program during the summer
months is offered to help families budget.
Instructions are available on the MPCS website.
Questions regarding the school’s choice of
textbooks should be directed to Assistant Head of
Middle School.

Assessment
Homework

Since homework is assigned to reinforce
current classroom instruction and is considered in
determining grades, students should make this a
priority. Failure to turn in completed assignments
on time will affect the student’s grade in that
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COVENANT STATEMENT
As a covenant commitment with Mount Paran Christian School, we, as a family, agree to the following
commitments for the 2019-2020 school year:
I.

We as parent(s) or guardian(s) of our child(ren) attending Mount Paran Christian School, do affirm that
biblical training in our home will provide a secure haven of safety and loving care, as indicated in the
Word of God, accepting responsibility as stated in Proverbs 22:6, Train up a child in the way he should go
and when he is old he will not depart from it.

II.

We have carefully examined and agree with the Statement of Faith of Mount Paran Christian School and
desire Mount Paran Christian School to work as agents of our household.

III.

In full cooperation with Mount Paran Christian School, we will regularly attend the Parent Teacher
Fellowship meetings and other functions requiring our participation.

IV.

We pledge our loyalty to the aims and ideals of Mount Paran Christian School and will bring any criticisms
directly to the teacher and/or administration so that they may be handled in a biblically appropriate
manner (Matthew 18). We will avoid discussions with those not involved so as to avoid a spirit of
dissension or division at the expense of our child or the school.

V.

We pledge that if, for any reason, our child does not meet the academic requirements or does not
cooperate with the disciplinary standards of Mount Paran Christian School, we will withdraw him/her
without delay and cooperate with the administration in completing the withdrawal process.

VI.

We understand that students are admitted for one year at a time and that Mount Paran Christian School
reserves the right to dismiss, suspend, or otherwise discipline any student who does not adhere to the
standards in the Student Handbook. We understand that the payment of the tuition deposit does not
acknowledge the acceptance of the applicant, but that an official acceptance letter must be received each
year. We understand that a student may also be dismissed due to parental noncompliance of school
policy or if an administrative decision is made that Mount Paran Christian School is not the most
appropriate setting for the student/family. In addition, the student must have successfully completed the
prior academic year.

VII.

We understand that Mount Paran Christian School is a non-profit ministry operating on the principle of
faith, and that tuition is kept as low as possible to make Christian education available to those who desire
it for their children. We also understand that tuition and fees do not cover all operating costs, and that
additional funds for needs must be met through gifts and personal services of the parents. We, as the
parents, commit to give as regularly as God provides to meet the financial needs, to perform services
when needed, and to uphold the school consistently in family prayer.

VIII.

We pledge to support an environment at home and school which fosters socially responsible behavior and
speech. We also agree to train our children to be respectful toward others who are different than they, be
it physically, racially, ethnically, or socio-economically.
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Licensing and Accreditation
●
●

Preschool and Preschool After-School Care is not licensed by Bright from the Start.
MPCS is supported by the dual SACS/SAIS accreditation. The higher standards of our accreditation serve in
place of Bright from the Start state agency licensing requirements for our Kindergarten-Twelfth grade.
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After-School Care
The Zone
Summary Supplement
MPCS offers an after-school care program for students in sixth through eighth grade. The sixth through eighth
after-school program isn’t licensed by Bright from the Start. MPCS is supported by the dual SACS/SAIS
accreditation. The higher standards of our accreditation serve in place of Bright from the Start state agency
licensing requirements for Preschool. School hours for the middle school are from 8:00 a.m. to 3:10 p.m. Students
in sixth through eighth grade will be taken to the Collaboratory (Mulkey building) for The Zone extended day
program following dismissal. While in the The Zone, children will participate in outdoor time, snack, arts and craft
opportunities, structured games, other campus activities, and homework time. The Zone hours are 3:10 p.m. to
6:00 p.m. For your child to be able to attend the after school care program they must be present at school until
2:45 p.m. Your child cannot be checked out earlier in the day and then returned for after school care. The Zone is
only offered on days when school is in session, with the exception of the last day of school before summer break.
EAZ will not be available on the last day of school.
When space is available, drop-ins are taken. A drop-in is a student who does not regularly attend The Zone
program but comes on occasion. There must be one school day’s notice for any students utilizing The Zone
program as a drop-in. The charge is $10 per day. Payment is due at the time of registration. All students who
participate in The Zone Program must have completed registration forms on file. The Zone will adhere strictly to
this requirement.

The Zone After School Care Policies and Procedures
Grade Six – Grade Eight
1.

Parents will be notified immediately of any illness or serious injury to the child. In the event that your child
becomes ill and must leave the school, arrangements should be made to pick up your child within the hour.
The child will be moved to a quiet area away from other children where he/she will receive the necessary
attention until the parent arrives. Children are not permitted to stay at the school while experiencing fever,
diarrhea, and vomiting, or exhibiting signs of contagious diseases or adverse reactions to any medication.

2.

Discipline: The Zone program is an extension of the regular classroom. The approach of positive reinforcement
to correct behavior will be used. The specific details of the behavior management program will be modified for
the age of each group. In the case that an inappropriate behavior has been exhibited an explanation of the
behavior and the explanation of the expected correct behavior will be sent home. Redirection of the student
will take place in a progression: warning, timeout, removal from class, meeting with the director and/or
meeting with the MS principal. Any behavior difficulties which are exhibited on a regular basis will be
addressed through the MPCS Principal and may result in removal from The Zone program. At any time a
student may be removed from The Zone at the direction of the MS principal for behavior infractions against
the covenant statement.

3.

Students may not attend The Zone program if they were not present in school on that day. ASC is only offered
on days when school is in session.

4.

The Zone program cannot take any responsibility for lost or broken personal articles.

5.

Drop-in care after 3:10 p.m. school dismissal will be available when space permits. Arrangements must be
made with the Auxiliary Director twenty-four (24) hours in advance. The charge will be $10.00 per day. No
child will be permitted to participate in the The Zone until all necessary forms have been completed and
submitted to the Auxiliary Director. Students not picked up from carpool by the end of dismissal time will be
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checked in to The Zone program. Daily rates will apply. Payment for Drop-in care is to be paid at the time of
registration
6.

Students enrolled in The Zone program may be given the opportunity to participate in additional activities in
other parts of the building (i.e. gym, library, etc.). The signature on The Zone form will serve as an in-house
permission to remain on file.

7.

For the protection of children, The Zone program follows all procedures of the school regarding severe
weather, fire, physical plant problems, and structural damage. If any of these events occur you will be
contacted as soon
as possible.

8.

The Zone hours are 3:10-6:00. There is a snack provided. You must be prompt in picking up your child at the
conclusion of his/her enrolled ASC session.

9.

A late fee at the rate of $2.00 per minute will be assessed. This fee is expected at the time of pickup on the
date in which the late fee was accrued. If the child has been picked up late five times, there will be an
additional $10.00 fee charged and the child may be removed from the program. The classroom clocks will be
utilized as the official time. If late fees remain unpaid after five school days, the student may not attend The
Zone until payment balance is clear.

10. Payments for The Zone need to be made to the business office for students enrolled full time in The Zone no
later than the tenth day of each month to avoid a late fee. The Zone payments for drop-in basis are to be
made at the time of registration. If drop-in fees are added to the student’s account, the business office will
assess a service charge. An outstanding balance extending past 30 days will be processed through student
accounts in the business office.
11. Students will need to be signed out of the The Zone class by a parent or other authorized person.
12. If a child is to be released to anyone other than the parent, guardian or other previously approved persons the
Auxiliary Director is to be notified in writing of the change. Additionally, we request that you notify us in
writing of any persons who are not allowed to pick up your child.
13. If a child is not picked up by 8:00 p.m. and no communication has been received from the parents, the child
will be turned over to the appropriate Cobb County authorities.
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Connected Learning Program Agreement
Mount Paran Christian School (hereinafter also referred to as “MPCS”) is pleased to implement a Connected
Learning Program for the 2018-2019 school year for all middle and high school students. The Connected Learning
Program supports the continued growth and expansion of collaborative learning and the 1:1 initiative. Reflecting
an unwavering commitment to instructional excellence at MPCS, the program enhances depth of teaching and
learning and the use of digital technology to widely expand our library of resources.
It is important to understand that for the integrity of the program and continuity of instruction, an opt-out
alternative does not exist.
In support of the Connected Learning Program, MPCS middle and high school students will be issued an MPCSowned device for use at school and at home. This form is a binding legal agreement, referred hereinafter as
“Agreement,” between the parents or legal guardians of the student (“Student”) and Mount Paran Christian
School. This Agreement addresses the authorized use and handling of the device, hardware, case, accessories, and
software issued, hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Property,” for the specific purpose of the Connected
Learning Program.
By signing this Agreement, and as a condition of the Student’s participation in the program, I understand and
consent to comply with the following terms and conditions.

Connected Learning Program Terms and Conditions
1. Title/Ownership:
a. MPCS maintains legal title to and sole ownership of the Property issued under this Agreement.
Possession and use of the Property under the Connected Learning Program is contingent upon compliance
with this Agreement.
b. I understand and agree that neither I, nor the Student, have any ownership rights to the Property.
2. Replacement/Repair:
Manufacturer defects in the Property will be covered by the manufacturer’s warranty and/or by MPCS. If the
Property is damaged to the point that it is determined by MPCS Information Technology in its sole discretion to be
unusable for the purpose intended by the Connected Learning Program, if it is lost, or if it is stolen, I will be
required to pay an amount up to the full replacement cost of the Property to MPCS.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Surface Pen
Surface Power Supply
Surface Keyboard
Screen/Kickstand Damage
Surface Tablet

Year 1*
$ 32.00
68.00
55.00
999.99

450.00

Year 2*
$ 32.00
68.00
55.00
799.99

450.00

Year 3*
$ 32.00
68.00
55.00
599.99

450.00

*Device or accessory age is determined by the IT Help Desk from school records at the time of loss.
MPCS offers optional device insurance at the beginning of each school year to protect families against
unplanned expenses for device damage costs.
3. Additional Responsibilities:
a. The device will be provided in a protective covering to prevent most of the typical accidents that could
occur in the normal use of the device.
b. The protective cover or shell of the device may not be removed under any circumstances except by the
express authorization of an MPCS Information Technology staff member. It is provided to protect the
device and ensure its ready availability to use in learning.
c. The keyboard acts as a protective cover to the screen. Please insure it's in place while transporting
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the device. Avoid transporting the device in a bag with heavy items as it could result in the screen
being damaged.
d. The Property is only to be used by the student to whom it is assigned, and should not be loaned to any
other individuals, including siblings, friends, or fellow students.
e. I agree that the device will be fully charged upon arrival to the school each school day.
f. I agree that all food and beverages will be kept away from the Property at all times.
g. I agree that there will be no attempt to disassemble any part of the Property or attempt any repairs to
the Property. All repairs will be made by MPCS Information Technology staff or by a factory-authorized
repair center at the exclusive direction of MPCS Information Technology.
h. I agree that no decorative markings, stickers, or permanent markings will be affixed to or placed on
the Property.
i. I agree the Property and its features will only be used in ways that are appropriate and educational
in nature.
j. I agree that in the event of theft, I will file a police report and notify MPCS Information Technology of
the police report number and date in a timely manner via email at ithelpdesk@mtparanschool.com .
k. I agree that any and all use of the Property will be filtered and monitored (both on and off campus) and
the use history will be monitored and reported for review by the system administrator or MPCS
Information Technology staff. I further agree that the Property is subject to inspection by any member of
the administration, faculty, or Information Technology staff at any time.
l. In order to maintain a consistent student learning experience and for security purposes, students will
not be able load personal software onto the device.
4. General Terms of Participation:
a. I agree to comply at all times with the Technology Responsible Use Policy which is located in the MPCS
parent/student handbook.
b. I further agree to return all Property in good working condition to MPCS Information Technology at the
end of participation in the Connected Learning Program. In no event shall I retain the Property for more
than two school days after the end of the school year, or the end of my enrollment, should I discontinue
enrollment before the end of the year. If I fail to return the Property in a timely fashion, my tuition
account will be subject to late fees at the rate of $10.00 per calendar day, and MPCS staff shall have the
right to take legal action to repossess the Property. In the event that happens, I will be responsible for any
costs incurred by MPCS or any other party related to the repossession of the Property, including but not
limited to attorney fees and costs.
c. If I fail to comply with any term(s) of this Agreement, the Student may be subject to further measures,
including but not limited to any applicable student discipline up to and including dismissal.
5. Indemnification:
a. I further hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Releasees from any loss, liability, damage or
costs, including court costs and attorney fees, that they may incur due to my participation in the
Connected Learning Program, whether caused by negligence of Releasees or otherwise.
b. It is my express intent that this Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement shall bind the
members of my family and spouse, if I am alive, and my heirs, assigns and personal representative, if I am
deceased, and shall be deemed as a release, waiver, discharge, and covenant not to sue the above-named
Releasees. I hereby further agree that this Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless agreement shall be
construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Georgia.
c. In signing this Agreement, I have read the foregoing Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless terms,
understand it and sign voluntarily as my own free act and deed; no oral representations, statements, or
inducements, apart from the foregoing written agreement, have been made; I am fully competent; and I
execute this Release for full, adequate and complete consideration fully intending to be bound by same.
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Agreement Acknowledgment
I have read and reviewed the contractual requirements with my child. In addition, I, as the parent or legal
guardian, agree to comply by the requirements outlined in this agreement.
Connected Learning Program Acknowledgment: Yes
As the parent/ legal guardian, I agree and consent to complete this program agreement under electronic means. I
acknowledge and agree the following electronic signature will have the same legal effect and validity as a written
signature and will be given the same legal effect as a written and hand-signed legal agreement.
__________________________________________________________________

23

MPCS MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT
CODE OF LIFESTYLE AND CONDUCT AGREEMENT
2019-2020
As a Christian community committed to “preparing servant-leaders to honor God, love others, and walk in Truth,”
Mount Paran Christian School is dedicated to the highest standards of academic achievement, spiritual growth,
and personal development.
The Mount Paran Christian School Middle School Student Code of Lifestyle and Conduct Agreement is founded on
Matthew 22:37 “Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.” While pursuing holiness and spiritual growth is necessary to the Christian life, we have come to realize that
students must first and foremost understand the centrality of the Gospel if they are to be rightly motivated to
pursue godliness. The Gospel message is simply this: "God saves sinners" and now we have the joy and challenge to
love the Lord our God with our whole selves. The administration and faculty of Mount Paran Christian School will
commit to cultivating an atmosphere that reflects the centrality of the Gospel, upholds biblical expectations,
promotes authentic repentance, genuine forgiveness, and relationships established in grace (1 Corinthians 16:14,
Leviticus 19:2, 1 Peter 1:15-16, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, Ephesians 2:4-5, Romans 7:14-25, Ephesians 4:1, Colossians
1:9-10).
Members of the MPCS community seek to honor God by pursuing biblical lifestyles for individual and communal
benefit. Faith in God results in behavior which displays His authority in our lives, and Scripture teaches that love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control are qualities of lives and
relationships of the Christian community (Galatians 5:22-23).
Therefore, MPCS students are encouraged to pursue the following lifestyle characteristics:
1. Using abilities and resources to seek the welfare of all people as individuals of worth. The school does
not allow discrimination or harassment of people because of race, color, national or ethnic origins, age,
gender/sexuality, or disability.
2. Morning devotions, prayer, and the variety of chapel services influenced by different denominations
should be respected because communal worship creates opportunities to connect to God expressing our
shared faith in Jesus Christ. Likewise, all students are expected to engage in regular corporate worship in
their local church.

24

3. Avoiding the attitudes and behaviors of greed, jealousy, pride, lust, needless anger, an unforgiving
spirit, harmful discrimination, prejudice, theft, lying, cheating, plagiarism, gossip, slander, profanity,
vulgarity, transgenderism, sexual sin, pornography, drunkenness, gluttony, immodesty, and occult
practices (Galatians 5:19-21, I Corinthians 6:9-10).
4. Scripture teaches that all of our actions should be done to the glory of God. We should, therefore, be
careful in the choices of clothes, media, and recreation, promoting those which strengthen the body of
Christ and avoiding those which would diminish our character and testimony as it relates to Christ. As
participants in school-sponsored clubs, sports, and activities, students are expected to behave at all times
in such a way that brings honor to God.
5. Preserving the body’s well-being as a temple of the Holy Spirit by abstaining from the use of alcohol,
illegal drugs, vape devices, tobacco in any form, and the abuse of prescriptions and over-the-counter
drugs while enrolled in MPCS.
These lifestyle characteristics are tangible expressions, by God’s grace, of the path to Christian wholeness.
Therefore, students are encouraged to not see the Code of Lifestyle as a burden, but as a means to alleviate the
brokenness of the human condition by pursuing God’s perfect design for identity, relationships, and creation
(Romans 7:7-12). And finally, while adherence to the Code of Lifestyle is expected, the faculty and administration
of MPCS do not expect perfection. As the kindness of God leads His people to repentance, the administration
commits to grace-filled conversations in which students are free to transparently repent, and not carry the burden
of sin behind a mask (Romans 2:4).
I have read and agree to the MPCS student code of lifestyle and conduct.
Student Signature ________________________________
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