16th Street
Baptist Church
Bombing
The Start of the Bombing
On September 15, 1963 at 10:22 am, the
explosion of a bomb made of dynamite
went off in the east side of the church.
This explosion was a terrorist attack
created by the Klu Klux Klan. They did this
out of hatred towards the African
American race.

Explosion in Action
When the bomb went off, mortar and
bricks from the church blasted
throughout the city. The church's
interior walls caved in causing
members of the church to become
trapped. The blast caused roaring fires
and great clouds of smoke.

The Deaths of the Bombing
Four girls became trapped in the basement
of the church, after going to the bathroom to
get ready for Sunday school. Addie Mae
Collins, Cynthia Wesley, Carol Robertson,
and Denise McNair were found dead
underneath the rubble. They were all
fourteen except Denise, who was eleven at
the time.

The 16th Street Baptist Church was located in
Birmingham, Alabama and had been an
important place for the African Americans. This
church was also a meeting place for civil rights
leaders to make plans and discuss future
protesting. Many threats had been made by the
Klu Klux Klan to disrupt church services and
civil rights meetings.

Aftermath of the Bombing
After the bombing, groups of black
protesters surrounded the church
in fury. Police and state troopers
were sent by the governor, George
Wallace, to break up the angry
protesters. This only caused the
protesters to become more
violent. Many became arrested and
two young African American men
were killed. The National Guard was
then sent to calm the chaos.

Funeral of the Girls
Eight-thousand members gathered
together to witness the speech of
Martin Luther King Junior at the funeral
held for three of the four girls who died
in the church bombing. The fourth girl's
family held a private funeral away from
the public. The 16th Street Baptist
Church Bombing had a major effect that
increased supporters to to fight for the
end of segregation. This event led to the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

Monument in Tribute of the
Four Girls

The Injuries of the
Explosion
Sarah Collins was with the other four
girls in the restroom when the bomb
exploded. The impact of the explosion
caused her to loose her right eye. Along
with Sarah, twenty other people
suffered intense injuries from the blast.
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