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Section Six: HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION
The high school, grades nine through twelve, at
MPCS is designed to prepare students for the
college environment. In addition to academics,
students are encouraged to participate in a wide
variety of co-curricular activities in order to
continue the process of becoming well-rounded
individuals.
The information that follows is pertinent to the
high school at MPCS. It is a supplement to the
general overall information provided in Section 2 in
this Handbook.

●
●
●
●
●

Inappropriate hair style or hair color
Exposed tattoos
Inappropriate facial hair
Non-approved outerwear
Extreme or inappropriate piercings

Guidelines for Dress Down Days
Throughout the year, students will have the
opportunity to participate in “dress down” days.
The guidelines for these days are listed below.
General rules:
● Attire must be modest.
● Clothes cannot be worn too baggy or too
tight as it is a distraction.
● Jeans and pants should be worn at the
waist.
● No sweatpants, running pants, yoga pants,
or leggings.
● If a student is serving as a tutor or an aide
in one of the other schools, uniform attire
must be worn.
● No flip-flops.
● No inappropriate logos or advertisements.

Appearance Code Policies
Please refer to the uniform guidelines in the
general 2018-2019 Parent/Student Handbook.
Please note: “Extreme hairstyles” on males is
interpreted as below the collar and below the
eyebrows. This also includes Mohawks and
unnatural coloring of the hair, such as red, blue, or
green highlights. Additionally, any tattoos a
student may have are to be covered at all times,
including during athletic competitions. Males are
also not to wear earrings while at school or
participating in school sanctioned events.
It is expected that students and
parents/guardians will support the uniform dress
policy of the school. However, if violations occur,
the following consequences will ensue:
● First offense – referral to administration
and a warning
● Second offense – referral to administration
and a one-hour detention assigned
● Third offense - two, one-hour detentions
● Further offenses will be considered willful
disobedience and will be dealt with
accordingly by the administration.

Administration reserves the right to require
students to change clothes if the attire is
deemed inappropriate.
Girls:
● Neckline cannot be more than two inches
below the clavicle (collar bone).
● Sleeve length must be a minimum of two
inches.
● No strapless, open back, low neck, or
spaghetti strap shirts.
● No midriff showing.
Boys:
● No sleeveless shirts or tank tops.
● Shorts must be approximately kneelength.
● Pants must be worn at the waist.

A major dress code violation will result in a
student being requested to change clothes or
possibly being sent home. Additionally, a male
student who is in violation of the school’s facial hair
policy may be asked to shave or leave campus.
The administration reserves the right to
remove a student from class if his or her
appearance is deemed highly inappropriate as
defined by the administration. This includes any/all
of the following:

If you are not adhering to these guidelines, you
must be in normal school attire.

3

2018-2019 PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK — HIGH SCHOOL (Section Six)
be immediately available, but your call or e-mail
will be returned as soon as possible. Parents
should expect a response within 24 hours of the
initial contact. Staff and teacher home phone
numbers are not made available to
parents/guardians.

General School Information
Communication between School and
Home
Messages to Students
In the event that urgent information must be
relayed to a student during the school day, the
school receptionist will relay the message during
the upper school break time, lunchtime, and before
the end of school; however, we will not be able to
interrupt instructional time unless it is an
emergency. Telephones open at the main
receptionist’s desk at 7:00 a.m. Calls should not be
made after 2:30 p.m.; the delivery of a message
phoned in after 2:30 p.m. cannot be guaranteed
prior to school dismissal. Please do not text your
children during school hours.

Please do not call staff and/or teachers at home
unless they personally ask you to do so.

Personal Technology Devices (Cell
phones, tablets, laptops, etc.)
Use During Instructional Periods - During
instructional time, study halls, athletic practices,
and other supervised learning opportunities,
students will be permitted, in support of learning,
to use personal technology devices (PTD) under
the guidance and management of MPCS faculty and
staff. However, if students are using a PTD without
permission, to cause a distraction, or in a manner
not conducive to the classroom learning
environment (texting, gaming, unapproved surfing
the web, etc.), the PTD will be taken by the
instructor and given to the administration. At
this point, the student will be subject to disciplinary
action. Teachers have the right to collect all cell
phones at the start of the class and keep them in an
assigned storage place for the duration of the class
time.

Phone Numbers and Addresses
To facilitate communication as needed, it is
important that all parents/guardians supply the
school with accurate home, and cell phone
numbers as well as home addresses. A student
directory is published each year; parents not
wishing to have their phone number and address
published should contact the school during the
first week of school.
Phone Use During School Hours
During school hours, students should use the
school office phone. Students are not to use the
classroom phones unless directed by a teacher.
Students should not leave class to make a phone
call except in the event of illness.

During Assessments (Quizzes, Tests, and Exams)
- To protect the integrity of the testing
environment, teachers will collect cell phones
during major assessments. Students are not to
have phones or other PTDs out during any major
assessment unless given permission by a teacher to
do so.

Google Classroom-Learning Management
System
Class information, including assignments,
calendar, and instructional materials will be
available on google classroom. Each teacher is
required to keep the information current for each
class. Students are encouraged to check this site
daily.

Phone Calls - Cell phones are not to be used for
phone calls during the course of the school day
unless given permission by a staff member.
Students that need to use the phone for a personal
conversation should use the designated phones in
the high school office.

Staff and Teacher Contacts
If a parent or guardian needs to contact a staff
member or teacher for any reason, please call the
school office and leave a message or e-mail the
teacher directly. Due to teaching responsibilities or
staff duties, the teacher or staff member may not

Music - Students utilizing ear phones may be
allowed to listen to music on their PTD during study
halls. Teachers may allow students to listen to
music during a class session under the supervision
of the instructor.
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Photos and Video - Unless granted permission by a
faculty member, students are prohibited from
taking photos and/or video recording during school
hours. Any such photos or videos may result in
disciplinary action including confiscation of the
PTD device and/or suspension. Posting of such
materials may result in a suspension or expulsion.

student. The only additional exception is for
alumni who are invited to visit a class. All visiting
students, whether prospective students or
previously enrolled students, should plan to wear
conservative attire and must abide by the school’s
rules and guidelines. These visits must be arranged
through the Admission Office.

Consequences of failure to adhere to the policy If a student violates these guidelines, the following
consequences will occur:
1st Offense:
PTD will be confiscated and
may be retrieved at the end
of the school day.
Administration will determine
the length of PTD submission
to the front office.
2nd Offense:
PTD will be confiscated & may
be retrieved at the end of the
school day. The student will
receive a one-hour detention.
In addition, the student will
submit the PTD to the office
for a determined amount of
time.
Further offenses with PTD will be considered willful
disobedience and will be
dealt with accordingly by the
administration.

Elevator
The elevator is for school staff and students who
are unable to use the stairs. It is off limits to
students without permission from the
administration.

Lost and Found

Any lost articles that are found should be brought
to the high school office. Periodically, the items
will be taken to the lost and found in the Mulkey
Building. Items that are unclaimed are given away
or discarded monthly. The school does not accept
the responsibility for student’s personal
belongings.

Field Trips
To enrich the educational program, field trips are
planned. Parents/guardians will have advance
notice of a planned trip away from campus. A Field
Trip Form with parent/guardian signature must
be returned to the teacher before a student’s
participation is permitted. The school will arrange
transportation to and from a field trip destination.
Only drivers designated by the school will be
allowed to transport students. Generally, there
will be a cost to parents for food, transportation,
and admission. For extended trips there will be a
cost for overnight lodging.
Participation in approved, school-sponsored
trips of any kind is restricted to only MPCS
students, MPCS student parents acting as schoolapproved chaperones, and MPCS staff. Trips may
also include MPCS staff spouses who are
participating as school-approved chaperones for
the trip. If a third-party trip coordinating company
is used, representatives of that company can also
attend for the express purpose of facilitating and
leading the trip.
Participation in ANY school-sponsored activity is
also limited to the dates and transportation
method prescribed by MPCS. Students are not
permitted to drive themselves from the school

Visitors to School

Parents/guardians or community resource visitors
are welcome to visit the school, as are those who
may be interested in possible enrollment at MPCS.
Upon arrival at the high school, guests are asked to
sign in with the high school receptionist.
Attendance at special events, plays, athletic events,
and musical programs is encouraged and
appreciated.
Non-MPCS high school students who wish to visit
the school during lunch must request prior
approval from a high school administrator before
arriving on campus. Visiting students will sign in at
the high school reception desk, receive a visitor’s
badge to wear, check out with the high school
receptionist at the conclusion of lunch, and return
the visitor’s badge at that time.
No classroom visits are allowed unless the
student is shadowing as a potential MPCS
5
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campus to the activity destination. Students are
also not permitted to drive themselves from the
activity destination to the school campus, even
with parental permission. Students must travel
under the school’s supervision on ANY schoolsponsored activity and must return with the school
group to the school campus with the exception of
the following condition:
The only circumstance in which the requirement
to return with the school group to the school
campus will be waived is when the student is
released into the supervision of a custodial parent,
legal guardian, or adult authorized by advance
written notification from a custodial parent or legal
guardian. Such written notification authorizing
release to a non-custodial adult must include:
● The non-custodial adult’s name.
● The activity date.
● The parent or guardian’s signature.
● The parent or guardian’s legible name.
During normal school day hours, student release
requires that the custodial parent, legal guardian,
or authorized adult must also sign-out the student
with the appropriate MPCS staff member on the
trip.
Please see “Guidelines for Trip Volunteer
Attendee” in the Appendices of the General
Student Handbook section.

a court order to the contrary, any parent may have
access to his/her child’s cumulative file. This file
may be reviewed in the presence of a school
administrator. All requests for academic records
must be in writing from the custodial parent. All
inquiries and requests for financial records must be
in writing from the person who signed the tuition
financial contract.
To provide greater protection for our Mount
Paran students and their families we will no longer
mail immunization certificates and birth
certificates with student records. As always we
never provide Social Security numbers.

Textbooks and Supplies

Book sales are conducted by the school’s
online textbook vendor, MBS Direct, by course
name for high school and by grade level for middle
school, typically in the first weeks of
July. Information about online textbook sales will
be provided in advance with a 24/7 customer
service line provided by the textbook
vendor. Questions regarding the school’s choice of
textbooks should be directed to the Academic Dean
and/or Curriculum Coordinator.
The textbook vendor also buys back books. To
do this, the family should login online to the
textbook website, enter book information to be
sold back to the textbook vendor, and print a
quote for the value of the books the textbook
vendor agrees to buy back, assuming they are
returned in a timely manner and in good, resellable condition. The family may then ship the
books back individually during the year, or
participate in the EZ Drop event held in the last
weeks of May. Textbooks dropped off by the family
at the EZ Drop collection point on campus are
shipped by the school to the textbook vendor.
Once the textbook vendor receives the
textbooks, the condition of the books will be
evaluated prior to confirming payment. The
textbook vendor will then issue a check to the
family based on those books quoted to the family
and received in good, re-sellable condition.
If a student account is on hold for business
office or admission office purposes (and the
Netclassroom view is locked) then a student will be
unable to obtain the necessary schedule to
purchase books until the hold is released.

Yearbook
The MPCS yearbook, Teleios, will be distributed
to all high school students in the spring of each
year.
Parents/guardians are encouraged to purchase
ads in the yearbook. Some parents/guardians
celebrate their children in the ads, some advertise
businesses, and some congratulate the graduating
class. All ads purchased help defray the cost of
producing the yearbook. To make arrangements for
an ad, please contact the faculty yearbook sponsor.

Student Records
A permanent cumulative file is maintained for
each student. The main content of each file relates
to health records, grades, and standardized test
results. MPCS will release the contents of the
cumulative record to another school upon request.
Before any records can be released, the financial
accounts of the student’s family must be current.
Records will not be released until this condition
is met. With a two-business day notice and barring
6
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have a plan.
Naviance - In addition to the in-person classroom
counseling and group meetings, families are
encouraged to take advantage of our online college
counseling program called Naviance (pronounced
nah’VEE ahnce) Family Connection. This program is
available online from home 24 hours a day. Seniors
will use this program during their college
application process to help track trends and data
for the MPCS community, as well as to submit
letters of recommendation and transcripts
electronically. All MPCS families, by virtue of their
enrollment, agree to allow their data to be tracked.

Guidance Services
The High School Guidance Counselor provides
individual academic and social emotional support
as well as classroom guidance activities. Students
may initiate an appointment to meet with the
school counselor or may be referred by a parent, a
teacher or administrator. Confidence will be kept
between the counselor and student unless the
counselor believes an individual’s safety is at risk,
in which case the parents and administration
would be immediately informed of the situation. In
case of emotional distress, addiction, suicide, or
any other serious concern, the counselor will
recommend referral to outside counseling and/or
medical service.
College Counseling – Mount Paran Christian
School’s college counseling program strives to help
students find the college or university that best
matches their individual strengths and interests. In
supporting each student and family, the college
planning process is three-fold: to help manage the
application and selection process; to prepare for
the transition to college; and to optimize
opportunities for a successful college experience.
All students and families are invited to participate
in annual school-wide college counseling
programs. These events help families understand
the admissions process more thoroughly.

Standardized Testing

The guidance office will advise students in grades
nine through twelve of the testing dates for the
following:
● PSAT/NMSQT (Pre-SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test) (during 11th
grade)
● SAT
● ACT
The PSAT/NMSQT is administered during school
hours and on campus. The SAT and ACT are given
on other school campuses. MPCS does not register
students for exams nor is it a testing site. Students
wishing to register for the tests may do so by going
online with the appropriate testing services. It
remains the student’s responsibility to monitor
college entrance examination dates and
procedures. Additional fees are required for the
PSAT/NMSQT, SAT, ACT, and the writing exams.
Results of the PSAT/NMSQT, SAT and ACT are
returned within 4-6 weeks after the testing date.
MPCS will not report SAT and ACT scores on
official school transcripts. This policy brings us
in line with recommended best practices for
protecting student information and
communicating data with colleges and
universities. Colleges and universities will only
accept scores reported by the organization
administering the exams as official
documentation.

Freshmen:
● Focus on achieving the best grades you
can.
● Prepare to take the most rigorous courses
you can.
● Consider getting involved in community
service.
Sophomores:
● Consider your extracurricular involvement
and leadership opportunities both in and
out of school.
● Take the most rigorous schedule that is
appropriate for you.
Juniors:
● Visit a variety of colleges.
● Visit, visit, visit.
● Take both the SAT and ACT.
Seniors:
● Complete your college applications
● Have an application plan. When deciding
on how many colleges to apply to during
the fall of the senior year, it is important to

Student Aides

Student aides will be selected by the
administration and/or the guidance counselor as
needed.
7
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Chapel

●

Chapel is held weekly to encourage students to
worship the Lord and to grow in their relationship
with Him. It is expected that students will have an
attentive and respectful attitude. A variety of
speakers and musicians present the chapel
programs, and it is hoped that this diversity will
enable the presenters to serve as instruments in
reaching and meeting the spiritual needs of
individual students. The majority of chapel services
will take place in the Kristi Lynn Theatre. Students
are not to bring food or drink into the theatre.
Students are also asked to be good stewards of the
facility.

●

If a senior’s GPA falls below a 3.00 at any
time, the student will be assigned a study
hall and will not be allowed to participate
in the open block. The student will remain
in the study hall until the GPA is above a
3.00.
Seniors on Free Block must be under the
supervision of a staff member either in
the commons, a study hall, computer
lab, or the collaboratory. Otherwise
students must leave campus.

Senior Trip Criteria
Seniors must be in good behavioral standing with
the local administrator with minimal behavioral
issues or interventions. Suspensions may result in a
student’s ineligibility for participation in the senior
trip. Monies paid toward the trip will be forfeited.
Any exception to these guidelines is at the
discretion of the high school administration.
Parents must attend one of the senior trip meetings
prior to departure.

Break
Before school and during class transitions,
students may go to the Commons to purchase a
snack or eat something brought from home.
Students must respect the campus and clean up
after themselves.

Senior Open Blocks

Elastic Clause

Senior students who have open blocks in their
schedule must adhere to the following guidelines:
● Open blocks are considered a privilege.
● A student’s use of these open blocks
depends on their willingness to follow
guidelines related to the use of the
commons, computer lab, and general use
of their time, as well as observed attitude
and behavior throughout the school.
● At any time, this privilege can be revoked
and students will be assigned a study hall.
● A student’s poor study habits and poor
academic performance, as well as leaving
campus at unauthorized times, can impact
their freedom to use open block
opportunities.
● A senior transportation and school waiver
of liability must be filled out and signed by
participating seniors and their parent(s)
before seniors can leave campus during
open times.
● To be eligible to participate in cocurricular activities, seniors must be on
campus for a minimum of two blocks
unless granted special permission by the
administrator prior to the absence.
● To participate in the open blocks, seniors
must have a minimum GPA of 3.00.

MPCS reserves the right to enforce disciplinary
procedures when, in their judgment, the health and
welfare of an individual student or the community
is best served. The administration reserves the right
to issue consequences for any behavioral
infractions that are not specifically covered in this
handbook. The school reserves the right to require
a student to withdraw for cause, medical or
otherwise.
MPCS board of directors and administration
reserves the right to make changes in this entire
handbook and to the policies contained herein.
Parents will be notified in writing of any changes
deemed necessary.

Weber Collaboratory Policies
The Weber Collaboratory is located on the
second floor, and it is for students in grades sixth
through twelfth. The hours are 7:30-3:30 Monday
through Friday. It is open to students throughout
the day.

Circulation
●
8
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●

●

book has been requested by another
student or teacher.
Reference books, current periodicals, and
videos may be checked out by students for
overnight checkout.
All library books must be returned before
the end of each semester.

High School Academics
The Class Schedule

The high school operates on a modified block or
A/B block schedule. Daily schedules will alternate
on an A/B format. Please note that if a school day is
cancelled due to inclement weather, classes will
resume as planned in the A/B schedule located in
the Appendix. The daily class schedule is as follows:

Overdue Books
●
●

●

●

●
●

Overdue notices are sent out monthly.
After three notices have been sent to the
student, the parents of the student will be
contacted listing the replacement cost of
the unreturned book.
Students who have overdue books at the
end of the year will not receive report
cards and/or transcripts will not be
forwarded to other schools until the
overdue books are paid for or returned.
If a book is found within thirty days of
payment, the cost of the book will be
refunded minus a $2.00 processing fee.
Students cannot check out if they have out
an overdue book.
We do not charge late fees.

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
A1/B1 – 8:00 – 9:40
Break – 9:40 – 9:50
A2/B2 – 9:50 – 11:20
Lunch – 11:20 – 11:55
A3/B3 – 12:00 – 1:30
Break – 1:30 – 1:40
A4/B4 – 1:40 – 3:10

Late Start Wednesdays
Wednesday classes for ALL students will begin at
a later time to allow our faculty time for
professional development.
Morning drop-off on Wednesdays will be from
8:25-8:45 a.m. The official school day will begin
with the morning devotion and announcements at
8:45 a.m. Students are considered tardy at 8:46
a.m. The school bus pick-up times will not change.
If necessary, for households with two working
parents, you may drop off your child(ren) as early
as 7:30 a.m. and they will be monitored in an ageappropriate study hall until 8:25 a.m.
Wednesday mornings students may arrive on
campus at 7:30 a.m. and attend a monitored, age
appropriate study hall until 8:30 a.m. The official
school day will begin with the morning devotion
and announcements at 8:45 a.m.

Special Services
●

●
●

Electronic Catalog – Search stations allow
students to search for any book in the
collection by author, title, subject heading,
or keyword.
Photocopier – The cost is ten cents per
page.
Student Projects Corner – markers,
crayons, glue, construction paper, etc. are
available to students for school related
projects.

Computer, Network, and
Internet Policies

Wednesday
First Period - 8:45 – 10:00
Second Period -10:10 – 11:20
Lunch - 11:20 – 11:55
Chapel - 12:00 – 12:45
Third Period – 12:50 – 1:55
Fourth Period – 2:05 – 3:10

Please refer to the “Computer, Network,
and Internet Policies” in the prior section
of the Parent/Student Handbook.

Please note that the schedule is subject to
change for special events, half-days, Spiritual
Emphasis Week, etc. Also, the Wednesday chapel
9

2018-2019 PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK — HIGH SCHOOL (Section Six)
schedule may change to accommodate special
activities.

Honors Classes
The English, science, math, social studies, and
foreign language departments offer honors classes.
Honors instruction, at its core, seeks to provide
students with instructional opportunities better
suited to the learning styles of persons guided by
high levels of initiative, curiosity, investigation, and
analysis.
The following considerations are taken into
account when recommending students for honors
courses:
● Teacher evaluation and recommendation.
● Student’s previous academic and
behavioral performance.
● Student completion of a performancebased assessment in specified classes.
Having once been admitted to an honors class, a
student must continue to meet the prerequisite
coursework and grade. S(he) must continue to
meet these criteria in order to continue in honors
courses in a particular subject. Therefore, students
must re-apply for honors courses each year.

Curricula
The curricula for grades nine through twelve is a
college preparatory program and includes a variety
of honors and advanced placement, and core
courses, as well as many electives. The most
current information about curriculum and class
offerings is available on the school website.

Graduation Requirements
Upon entering ninth grade, and in each
subsequent year, students are informed of the
courses required for graduation and are advised of
those courses typically required for college
acceptance. While the counselor is available to
advise and assist each student in his/her course
selections, it is the responsibility of the students
to monitor courses and credits needed for
graduation and college entrance.
MPCS offers only a College Preparatory
Endorsement upon graduation. The graduation
requirements are posted on the school website and
are included in the appendix of the handbook.
A ½ unit of credit will be earned each semester
for a course completed with a grade of 70 or above.
Transfer courses are subject to the MPCS
GPA calculation, which may result in a change in a
student’s cumulative GPA. It is preferred by most
colleges and universities that official transcripts be
sent from each originating school. It is the student’s
responsibility to acquire these transcripts.
Advanced courses taken in middle school
serve to place students on an advanced track in the
curriculum. Courses taken in middle school will be
listed on the high school transcript with numeric
grades but will not be awarded high school credit
or calculated into the high school cumulative GPA
or HOPE GPA. Middle school courses including
Spanish I, Algebra I, and Geometry will not be used
as credits earned to meet high school graduation
requirements.
Please note: Seniors not having
completed all course credits may not be allowed to
participate in commencement unless
arrangements have been made with the
administration to complete all of the required
coursework by the end of the summer. Students
will not receive a diploma until all course work is
completed.

Advanced Placement Classes
Advanced placement classes taught at MPCS are
designed to provide a challenge for students with
exceptional academic skills as well as an
opportunity to gain college credit. MPCS considers
the following to be a rigorous AP load:
●
●
●
●

Freshman year - 1 AP
Sophomore year - 1 AP
Junior year - 3 APs
Senior year - 3 APs

We encourage students to take an appropriate
course load and to resist academic pressure to take
AP courses when it is not wise to do so. Students
and parents .
Students should give careful thought since
AP courses require more time, effort, and academic
sophistication. Participation in arts, athletics,
clubs, part-time work, church commitments, and
family obligations should all be considered before
enrolling in AP courses. Placement in an AP class is
based on the following:
● Teacher evaluation.
● Student’s previous performance in the
given subject area.
10
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●
●

Subject completion of a performancebased assessment in specified classes.
Completion of specified summer reading
requirement.

Executive Internship Program
The MPCS Executive Internship Program
encourages all eligible seniors to participate who
are interested in pursuing career opportunities in
government, business, education, health, church,
community or civic affairs, journalism and other
related fields. Executive Internship is open to all
seniors who possess a cumulative 3.5 G.P.A. at the
end of their junior year, having strong
faculty/administration recommendations, and
have demonstrated the expected behavior and
character to participate in such a program.
Students are selected based on their maturity,
initiative, leadership potential and capacity to
assume responsibility and get along with others.
Interns are not paid because it is the objective of
the program that students experience and learn
more about their field of interest instead of just
“working” at a job. Each is individualized and
students can receive elective credit should they
meet the requirements. An important requirement
for student participation is that the student’s senior
schedule allow for the internship to be a part of the
student’s course schedule. This is determined by
the high school guidance office.

It is the objective of MPCS to offer as many Honors
and AP courses as possible. However, there may be
times that particular Honors/AP courses are not
offered because of low enrollment. If a particular
Honors/AP course is not offered, there may be
other options for students who qualify, including
independent study. AP exams are given at the end
of the school year and are administered by MPCS.
AP students are required to take the National AP
Exam in the spring. An additional fee will be
charged in the spring for each exam. The testing
fee is in accordance with the national fees
charged by College Board and will be collected in
January. If a student does not take the AP final
exam, he/she will be required to participate in a
final summative assessment for the course.
Should a senior withdraw from an AP course at
any time during the college application process, all
colleges are notified to which the student has made
application.

Move on When Ready (MOWR)

Independent Study, Online, or
Correspondence Classes

Students may choose to enroll in the Move on When
Ready program in order to earn both high school
and college credit for courses passed. If a student
wishes to enroll in a MPCS approved program,
parents should contact the college for admission
requirements and application materials. Each local
College or University require different GPA and
testing standards for admissions. A conference
should be set up between the High School
Guidance Counselor, parents, and student to
discuss the academic plans with the guidance
counselor at MPCS.
Students wishing to apply to selective and/or
ultra- selective universities after graduation should
consider taking Advanced Placement courses in
lieu of MOWR courses and should reach out to
those college admissions representatives to inquire
about which course load is more favorable. Please
note, only certain coursework will transfer within
the state system to other schools. You must verify
these courses with the specific college you wish to
attend.

Students wishing to take classes as an
independent study, online, or correspondence
course may only do so through an approved
accredited program. However, it is the position of
the administration that in cases where a course is
offered by MPCS, the student is expected to take
the course on campus rather than through an
independent study. All courses must be approved
by MPCS administration in order to receive
credit or be included on the MPCS transcript.
Students may participate in an online class in order
to remediate a failing grade, to advance study in a
specific field, to address an issue concerning a
diagnosed learning disability, or to study an area
not offered at MPCS. The student/family is
responsible for registration and completion of
coursework. After the course is completed, the
student will need to get a copy of the transcript
sent to MPCS. After all of the above has been
completed, the course will be added to the MPCS
transcript as a transfer credit from another school.
11
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Students who take courses at local colleges or
universities will not receive an additional quality
point unless they have taken the highest
instructional level course available at Mount Paran
Christian School. If there is no comparable course
offered at MPCS, then the student can petition for
the extra quality point and the administrative team
will determine whether or not the request should
be granted.

●

●

Policy Addressing Courses and Course
Loads
Non-seniors are expected to pursue a minimum
of 3.5 credits (7 courses) per semester. Seniors are
required to pursue a minimum of 3.0 credits each
semester provided they are on track to meet the
requirements for graduation. Students earn 0.5
credits per class each semester.

●

General Guidelines
●

●

●

●

●

Students participating in Move on When
Ready with a college or university will
satisfy MPCS graduation requirements
through their joint enrollment credits.
Please note, Bible must be taken on MPCS
campus.
All students are required to take four (4)
years of science during ninth through
twelfth grades. Students interested in
taking more than four science courses may
double-up with permission from the
Science department chair and
administration. Oceanography and AP
Computer Science are considered science
electives and do not count as a course of
study for a given school year.
Students are expected to take four (4)
science units. Physical Science taken in the
eighth grade or in public school satisfies
the requirement of the University System
of Georgia but carries no credit toward
meeting the departmental requirement.
Students who have not earned a passing
grade in the first semester of a core
academic course may be denied second
semester participation.
Students who have successfully completed
two (2) years of foreign language study in
the same language at the high school level
are released from further foreign language

●

●
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study; however, MPCS strongly
recommends continuance in the foreign
language program.
Grades earned in Algebra 1, Geometry, or
Spanish 1 in middle school will appear on
a student’s high school transcripts but will
not count towards high school
graduation requirements, be calculated
in a student’s high school GPA, or be
calculated in a student’s HOPE GPA.
All students are required to take four years
of math during ninth through twelfth
grades including students who took
Algebra 1 and geometry in middle school.
Transcripts will reflect a grade for each
semester of every high school course a
student completes. If a student repeats a
semester of a course due to failure, both
the failing grade and the passing grade will
be reflected on the transcript and
calculated into the GPA. The student will
receive credit for the repeated semester. If
a student repeats a semester for any
reason other than failure, both grades will
be reflected on the transcript.
Highly selective colleges and universities
require competitive academic programs.
Therefore, students are encouraged to
consider the following recommendations:
Advanced Placement courses, 3-4 years of
a foreign language, four years of science
including physics, and a year of fine arts.
Students are advised to ask colleges for
their specific requirements.
Students transferring into MPCS during
their high school program are required to
take Bible for only the semesters that they
are enrolled. For example, a student who
transfers at the beginning of the
sophomore year will be required to take
only 3 credits of Bible. This also means
that this student’s total number of
Carnegie units (credits) required to
graduate may vary.
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include the following:
● Additional time for test completion
● Environmental adaptations
● Auditory support for test completion
● Response alternatives
● Organizational support
● Note-taking support
Modifications for standardized testing, based on
recommendations from a current psychoeducational examination, may include the
following:
● Additional time for test completion
● Environmental adaptations
● Response alternatives
● Auditory support for test completion
Exit from directed studies classes is governed by
the following policies:
● Approval from the MPCS directed studies
faculty and administration
● The establishment of a transition date at
the end of the current grading period
● The completion of a Directed Studies
Withdrawal Form provided to the parents
after the above steps have been
completed.

High School Directed Studies
Directed Studies Philosophy
● To extend Mount Paran Christian School’s
mission to students with learning
disabilities and attention issues
● To support the provision of instruction
that is geared to personalized learning and
promotes intensive interaction between
teachers and students
● To provide an educational experience that
facilitates the development of student
success through the building of student
self-efficacy and heightened levels of
intrinsic motivation
● To integrate a functional skills focus into
all instructional methodology
Directed Studies
Each student who comes to MPCS is gifted
differently from the next. Through the directed
studies program, we hope to enable non-traditional
learners to develop their God-given gifts and
talents in the classroom to the best of their
abilities. The directed studies program supports
students with a variety of learning profiles to
become independent learners in a college
preparatory environment. Students enrolled in the
program will be placed in a class that meets within
the normal school day schedule, similar to what
takes place with a study hall. During the class
sessions, students will work with program faculty
to develop organizational and planning skills,
analyze individual learning strengths and
weaknesses, and receive conceptual support for
content and skills being learned in academic
classes. Moreover, students will develop learning
strategies and techniques within the context of
specific academic disciplines. Program faculty will
work closely with teachers to develop accommodation plans and to monitor progress to ensure
that student instructional needs are being met.
Participation in the directed studies program
requires an annual fee. A psycho-educational
report is not required for the program, but is
strongly encouraged. Final placement in the
program will be determined by the high school
administrative academic team.
Instructional accommodations available to all
qualifying students, based on recommendations
from a current psycho-educational evaluation, may

Dropping and Adding Classes

Students in grades nine through twelve are
permitted to drop or add courses with teacher,
parent, and guidance counselor approval by the
drop/add deadline. Specific forms to drop or add
courses may be obtained in the registrar’s office.
After the drop/add period, students are expected to
remain in a course until the end of the semester. If
course is dropped later than this, the transcript will
indicate that the student withdrew from the course
by listing the course with a “W, unless the
Department Chair and Head believe such a
designation is inappropriate.

Homework
Homework is a natural extension of the regular
classroom and is provided to assist the student in
understanding and developing concepts and skills.
Students are encouraged to study, even on nights
when homework has not been assigned for a grade.
Homework is considered in determining a student’s
grades; therefore, students should make this a
priority. Failure to turn in homework that is
complete and on time will affect the grade in that
subject.
13
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*Please Note: The highest numeric grade a student
can have recorded on their report card or transcript
is 100. No numeric grade above 100 will be
recorded on any report card or transcript. HOPE
scholarship only evaluates numeric grades up to
100. Georgia Student Finance Commission is the
only institution who calculates the true HOPE GPA;
Mount Paran will no longer show a HOPE GPA on its
report cards. Please log in your child’s GAcollege
411 website to view your child’s HOPE GPA.
Any high school courses taken during the middle
school years, (example: Algebra 1, foreign
language, etc.) will NOT receive high school credit
toward the HS GPA or toward the HOPE GPA.
Note about GPA: For academic probation and
academic honor roll status, grade point averages
will not be rounded up. For instance, a student with
a 1.99 GPA will be placed on academic probation. In
accordance with best practices, class rank is not
reported.

Before and After School Academic Help
Students having difficulty in a class should make
arrangements to discuss their areas of weakness
with the instructor to determine appropriate means
of improving the grade. It is expected that this
after-school assistance is the means through which
students should take care of deficiencies in their
performance.
Teachers will establish times when they will be
available to assist students before or after school.

Grade Point Averages
Grade point averages are calculated at the end of
every semester to obtain a semester GPA. GPA’s are
based on academic and nonacademic subjects
with additional points offered for honors and AP
courses. Colleges and universities vary in the ways
they evaluate the grade point averages of their
applicants. Most colleges calculate grade point
averages based on academic subjects only: math,
science, history, English, and foreign language. In
addition, many colleges will subtract quality points
added for Honors and AP classes. Course work is
posted to the student’s transcript at the end of
every semester and a cumulative GPA is calculated
for all classes to date. Parents and students must
understand that many colleges and universities are
currently considering only academic subjects as
their basis for selection, and must take
responsibility to monitor and assess each student’s
individual academic record. Please note that the
HOPE Scholarship acknowledges only math,
science, history, English, and foreign language, but
does include the additional points for AP course.
MPCS calculates GPA quality points according to
the following scale:

Valedictorian and Salutatorian Selection
The graduating senior who has achieved the
highest grade point average will be the class
valedictorian. The graduating senior who has
achieved the second highest grade point average
will be the salutatorian. Grade point averages will
be figured according to school policy and will
include quality points for honors and AP courses. In
the event of a tie in grade point average, the tie will
be broken using number of quality points accrued.
Students who enter Mount Paran Christian School
during their junior year or later cannot be
considered for valedictorian or salutatorian. MPCS
does not report class rank to colleges, in
compliance with best practices among top private
schools.

Probation
Lette
r
Grad
e

Percenta
ge

Regula
r
Classes

Honors
Classes

AP
Course
s

A

90-100*

4

4.5

5

B

80-89

3

3.5

4

C

74-79

2

2.5

3

D

70-73

1

1.5

2

F

Below 70

0

0

0

Students whose GPA for any semester falls
below the 2.0 level or who are failing two or more
academic subjects will be placed on academic and
co-curricular probation.
A student is placed on academic probation for
one semester if the semester GPA is less than 2.0. A
student may not be allowed to return to MPCS if the
GPA is less than 2.0 for the semester during which
the student is on academic probation.
Consideration for returning the following semester
after a student has failed to achieve a minimum 2.0
14
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two consecutive semesters will be given to a
student if s(he) did not fail any courses. The student
will be put on a nine-week probation in which they
must achieve the minimum 2.0 GPA. If they fail to
achieve that at the nine-week progress report, they
will be unable to return to MPCS following the nineweek period. Even if they do achieve the 2.0, they
will remain on academic probation the remainder
of the semester and must achieve the minimum 2.0
at the conclusion of the semester to return to
school the following semester. The student may
apply for readmission to MPCS after the student
has met a 2.5 GPA for a minimum of one semester
at another accredited school. Summer school
coursework does not qualify as an academic
semester.

which they carry a second semester average of 90%
or higher and in which they have no more than five
excused or unexcused absences. Additionally,
students with more than five tardies to school will
not be eligible to exempt any exams.

Report Cards and Progress Reports

Grades are reported at the nine and 18
week marking periods. The grades reported at the
nine week point of each semester are on a progress
report and are not included on a transcript. A final
grade is given at the end of the 18 week marking
period. This is a cumulative grade of 18 weeks. It is
this grade that is used to calculate the semester
GPA that is posted on the final report card and
transcript.
If a student or parent feels there is justification to
question a semester grade, initial contact must be
made with the teacher and/or guidance counselor
within one week of receiving grades.

Promotion
Students will progress to the next grade level
upon successful completion of at least 6 units of
academic coursework (Carnegie units) during the
school year. Should a student fail classes and not
achieve 6 academic units, the administration will
assign students to repeat failed grade level classes
at their discretion. Students will be required to
have completed the following number of units in
order to progress to each grade level:
● 10th grade – completed 6 units by the end

●

of the 9th grade.
11th grade – completed 12 units by the

●

end of the 10th grade.
12th grade – completed 18 units by the

Incomplete Semester Grades
Any student receiving an incomplete for a
semester grade will have 14 days to complete all
assignments and exams that are due. After this
period of time, any work not completed may be
posted as a failing grade. The Head of the high
school will have final say on whether or not to issue
an incomplete.

Honor Roll

The school recognizes students who have
excelled academically by maintaining a superior
GPA.
The following criteria are used to determine
Honor Roll status:
● Headmaster’s Honor Roll – 4.00+ GPA per
semester.
● School Honor Roll – 3.50+ GPA per
semester.

end of the 11th grade.

Final Exams and Exemptions
EXAMS:
Final exams are administered during second
semester. Exams will be weighted no more than
15% for a course. Any student enrolled in an
Advanced Placement class must take the AP exam.
Any exemption to the AP exam policy must come
directly from the administration. AP exam scores do
not affect the grade in the course.
EXEMPTIONS:
Students are automatically exempt from any
second semester exam for any non-AP course for
15
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guardians are discouraged from checking
students out early. Frequent absences may
impact a student’s grade due to missed
instructional time. Abuse of this policy may
result in a student not being invited to
return to MPCS.
High school students leaving early must provide
a written excuse to the high school office before
8:00 a.m. This is to ensure that their name will be
listed on the daily attendance bulletin. If a note is
not left in the high school office by 8:00 a.m., the
student will not be permitted to leave unless a
parent or guardian comes to sign him/her out or
provides verbal confirmation.
Parents/guardians are requested to arrange
doctor, dental, and orthodontist appointments for
after-school hours.
● Late arrival to any class is treated as a
tardy.
● A student arriving late is obligated to hand
in required homework and to get the
homework for that day from each teacher
whose class was missed. If a test was
missed because of excused tardiness,
the student should be prepared to take
the test later in the day at a time and
place agreed upon by the teacher.
● With the exception of school sponsored
events, a note from the parent/guardian
detailing the reason for a student’s
absence or tardiness should accompany
the student upon his/her return to school
detailing dates of absence. This should be
given to the high school receptionist. A
daytime phone number should be on the
note as well as the date and the parent’s
signature.
● A student who misses all classes on a
school day will not be allowed to
participate in or attend school-related
activities on that day unless special
permission is granted prior to the absence.
A student who misses one or more classes
may not be allowed to participate in
school-related activities; this will be an
administrative decision depending on the
reason for the absence(s). Students must
be present a full day (two full class periods,
11:20) to participate in any school
sponsored event. Examples include but are
not limited to school sponsored athletic

Attendance and Absence
Policies
MPCS believes that class attendance is important
for academic growth and the development of a
sense of responsibility. Most subject materials are
presented in a sequential manner. When a student
is not present, a “gap” in learning can result, which
may affect mastery of future topics. As a result, the
student may be at a disadvantage. Clarification,
discussion, and instruction are also lost when a
student is not in class. Therefore, any unnecessary
absences are to be avoided. It is also profitable for
students to learn that time commitments are
important; this accountability follows them
throughout their lives. Promptness also allows
students time to organize prior to the starting of
class. A final consideration is the effect of tardiness
on classmates and teachers. Everyone is affected
when the class is interrupted by a student who has
arrived late.

Late Arrivals and Early Check Outs
●
●

●
●

●

●

Please contact the high school receptionist
to report that a student is going to be late
or absent.
Unexcused tardies. Upon the
accumulation of five unexcused tardies to
school in a given semester, the student is
assigned a one-hour detention.
More than five tardies (excused or
unexcused) to school will prohibit a
student from exempting final exams.
Tardy students, whether excused or
unexcused, who arrive more than 30
minutes late to class will be counted
absent for that day’s class.
The time allotted for taking morning
attendance is short. To ensure an accurate
attendance check and sufficient time for
announcements, all students must be
present. A student who is in school but is
not present when attendance is taken
will be counted absent.
Students entering school late or leaving
school before the end of the day must have
written parental permission and must also
sign-in or sign-out with the high school
receptionist. Failure to sign in/out will
result in disciplinary action. Parents and
16
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events, sports banquet, field trips,
junior/senior prom, etc.
MPCS takes an ardent position that regular class
attendance is essential for academic continuity and
progress. Parents should do whatever necessary to
assure consistent class attendance by their
children. Regular tardiness is also viewed as
unacceptable behavior by students and will also be
addressed by the school’s administration. Parents
should note the following regarding attendance
and punctuality:
● Parents are strongly discouraged from
planning family or other non-school
related trips at times that do not
correspond to MPCS designated vacations.
● Parents will be notified when a student has
reached an unacceptable number of
absences during the semester. If the
problem persists, disciplinary action will
be taken against the student.
● Due to best practice as well as GHSA
regulations, no student who is absent for
more than half a day will be permitted to
participate in any school related activity
the evening of the absence.
● Parents should at all times avoid enabling
children by excusing them (i.e. checking
them out of school) due to pressures of
exams or unpreparedness on the part of a
student.
● Parents will be notified by the school
administrator when a student has been
tardy for what is determined to be an
excessive number of times. If tardiness
persists, disciplinary action will be taken
against the student, if the tardies are a
result of student, rather than parental,
issues. A student who exhibits a pattern of
consistent tardiness or absence may be
prohibited from re-enrollment.
● A student who exhibits a pattern of
consistent tardiness or absence may be
prohibited from re-enrollment.
● Parents/guardians and students are
reminded that Georgia law requires
students to be enrolled and regularly

●

●

●

attend school.
Parents/guardians and students are
reminded of the school’s yearly calendar
which provides sufficient vacation periods.
Family vacations taken during the regular
school calendar may not be considered
excused absences.
It is the duty of the administration at
MPCS to report attendance to the
Department of Driver Services (DDS).
The DDS will suspend the license of a
minor who has ten or more school days
of unexcused absences in the previous
academic year.

Absences
Students are required to attend all classes,
assemblies, chapels, and class/club meetings
unless excused by the administration. Unexcused
absences will warrant disciplinary action.
If a full-day or half-day absence can be
predetermined, it must be cleared through the
appropriate administrator. Students who plan to
miss school for a trip or college visit must complete
the steps as stated in the previous paragraph.
Students who plan to miss school for a trip or
college visit are required to complete a Student
Leave Form prior to departure. If a Student Leave
Form is not completed prior to departure, the
absence will be unexcused.
Excused Absences
An excused absence is:
● An absence due to personal illness.
● An absence due to grave family illness of
an immediate family member.
● Bereavement.
● Participation in a school-sponsored tripthis will not count against final exemptions
● College visitation with prior written
approval by the administration and signed
off by the college admission office (juniors
and seniors only; three days total over the
course of the junior and senior year).
● An absence otherwise approved by the
administration.
With the exception of the participation in schoolsponsored events, the student must bring a
written excuse for the absence, detailing a
reason for the absence and the dates of absence.
The note must be signed by the parent/guardian,
17
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dated, and should list daytime phone numbers.
The note must accompany the student on the
day of return. In high school, the note should be
given to the high school receptionist.
The following will apply for excused absences:
● The written excuse must accompany the
student on the day of return in order for
the student to be allowed to make up
work. Teachers will not be held
responsible for seeing that students make
up work for an excused absence.
● It is the student’s responsibility to take the
initiative to make up a test or complete
assignments. A grade of “0” will be
issued for all assignments and/or tests
not completed in the designated time.
● All work missed due to an excused absence
must be made up as follows:
1. Students have a period of makeup time equal to the number of
blocks absent. This includes all
tests, major papers, homework,
and daily assignments.
2. If a test was scheduled for the day
the student returns to class, the
student must take the test within
the time frame equal to the
number of days absent.
3. Work not made up during the
specified time will result in a
grade of “0” for each missing
assignment.
4. For excused absences of three or
more days, parents may obtain
assignments by calling the school
office before 9:00 a.m.
Assignments will be available
after 3:30 p.m.
● All excused absences, except for schoolsponsored events, will count against the
final exemption policy. Be mindful of how
many days your student misses from each
class. Once you have more than 5
absences you are not eligible to exempt
the final exam.

●

●

●

The student may not be given credit for
missed assignments, tests, quizzes,
homework, etc., during the days of
absence. A “0” may be given for missed
work.
Tests and major projects that are due on
the day of return must be taken and/or
turned in on that day.
All unexcused absences count against the
final exemption policy. Be mindful of how
many days your student misses from each
class. Once you have more than 5
absences you are not eligible to exempt
the final exam.

Excessive Absences
The Southern Association for Colleges and
Schools requires a certain number of class hours
per subject. Therefore, more than six excused OR
unexcused absences in a semester in any class
may result in no credit unless arrangements are
made with the administration and the course
instructor to make up lost time and work prior to
the semester’s end. Students who miss more than
thirty minutes of a class will receive no credit for
the class. Absences due to school-sponsored
activities do not count as absences.
The appropriate administrator will handle
extended absences due to illness. The
administrator will determine whether or not the
school can provide educational services during the
student’s extended absence. A written doctor’s
excuse must be given to the school for extended
absences. The school must be given written
permission to confer with the doctor during and
after the absence of the student. Make-up work will
be assigned and administered by the teacher at a
time of his/her discretion.
In any subject that work has not been
completed because of extended absence due to
illness, students will receive an incomplete (I). All
work must be made up in a reasonable amount of
time as determined by the administration. Failure
to do so will result in a failing grade.
Mount Paran Christian School reserves the right
to question a large accumulation of absences. In
the event that absences are excessive, affect the
school community, or interfere with the student’s
ability to complete assignments, the student may
receive a failing grade for an affected course.

Unexcused Absences
Absences that are not specifically listed in the
document as excused are considered unexcused.
When a student receives an unexcused absence,
the following will happen:
18
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Returning to School After a Mental Health
Concern or Absence
Students who experience a mental health issue
such as: threat or action to constitute self-harm or
harm to others, behavior that impacts day to day
school functions resulting from a mental health
condition, or other mental health concern that may
impact a student’s ability to navigate the school
setting must have written documentation from the
attending doctor stating the student is clear to
return to school. Furthermore, documentation
must state the student is not considered a threat to
his or her self or others.

Contributes minimally to class
Is frequently tardy to class
Is often unprepared for class
Demonstrates a lack of respect and courtesy for
peers and staff

Sexual Harassment

Discipline is necessary for the welfare of the
individual as well as the entire school. The desire of
the staff at MPCS is to assist in training children so
that they become more self-disciplined and
responsible. Students are nurtured in the
acknowledgement of, acceptance of, and proper
response toward biblical standards of behavior. For
students, this involves responding to faculty, staff
members, and peers with respect.

It is the policy of MPCS that no member of its
community should be subject to sexual harassment
by any other member of that community. This
policy and procedure is intended to create an
atmosphere free from sexual harassment. Toward
this end, MPCS supports the principle that sexual
harassment represents a failure in Christian
behavior and that sexual exploitation will not be
condoned. Sexual harassment is defined as an
unwelcome sexual advances, request for sexual
favors, or other verbal or physical conduct of a
sexual nature when such conduct has the effect of
reasonably interfering with an individual’s
performance or creates an intimidating, hostile, or
offensive academic environment.
Any member of MPCS who believes that (s)he
has been the victim of sexual harassment should
promptly bring the matter to the attention of
the administration.

Conduct Grades

Bullying and Cyberbullying Policy

Behavioral Policies

Categories/criteria for assessing conduct grades
are as follows:

MPCS will not tolerate any bullying behavior.
No student shall bully another student or students;
either expressed or implied. No student shall
engage in harassment or intimidation toward
another student or students. Bullying can be
expressed in but not limited to: physical contact,
written, verbal, or electronic communication.
Bullying behavior is defined as repeated, willful
attempts or threats to cause injury, to intimidate,
to harass, or to embarrass that substantially
interfere with a student’s education or the
educational environment.
If students are the victim of such behavior, they are
encouraged to discuss the behavior with their
parents. Parents and students are required to
report any such behavior to a person in authority at
school: a teacher, a counselor, or a principal.
The MPCS bullying policy includes any bullying
and forms of cyberbullying which is a method of
harming or intimidating another student by
harassing them through the use of phone calls, text
messages, instant messenger, posting or spreading
hurtful comments, videos, or audio records online

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS – 1
Consistently stays on task
Never requires teacher correction
Positively and consistently contributes to class
Is consistently punctual to class
Is consistently prepared for class
Is consistently respectful and courteous to peers
and staff
MEETING EXPECTATIONS – 2
Stays on task most of the time
Seldom requires teacher correction
Makes positive contributions to class
Is usually punctual to class
Is prepared for class
Is respectful and courteous to peers and staff
NOT MEETING EXPECTATIONS – 4
Demonstrates minimal effort to stay on task
Is disruptive in class
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through personal websites and social networking
websites such as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram,
and any other method. MPCS will not tolerate any
bullying or cyber- bullying actions. Cases of
bullying will be dealt with in a manner
appropriate for the age of the student and the
incidents that have occurred.

Saturday School time may result in a suspension
and/or the student being declared ineligible for
extracurricular activities until the complete time is
served. Saturday School may also be assigned to
any student who has missed particular classes due
to excessive absences. Please note that Saturday
School time may be spent cleaning or doing other
work around campus as determined by the
Assistant Head of HS.
Suspensions – Egregious violations of the
community covenant will result in a suspension as
determined by the principal. Students will not be
allowed to attend any school activities or events,
both on or off of the MPCS campus, during a
suspension. Suspensions served on a Friday carry
through the weekend. Students may not receive
credit for school work completed during a
suspension.
An expulsion is the most serious disciplinary
action the administration can take. Expelled
students must leave the campus immediately and
are not to return to the campus under any
circumstances without the permission of the school
administration.

Offensive Materials
The school reserves the right to permanently
confiscate and destroy immoral or offensive
materials (books, magazines, posters, tapes, cards,
and other media) brought to school. The
administration reserves the right to determine
whether an item meets this description and will
determine if disciplinary action is necessary.

Discredit Clause
MPCS reserves the right to discipline or to dismiss
any student who is involved on or off-campus in an
activity that reflects in a negative way on the
mission of the school.

Disciplinary Actions
Consequences for inappropriate behavior
will be decided by the High School administration.
Consequences may include but are not limited to
detention, Saturday School, suspension and
expulsion. Failure to attend an assigned
consequence will result in an escalation of the
consequence.
Detention Hall: A student assigned a detention
hall will receive a letter indicating the time and
place for serving the detention hall hour(s). It will
be the student’s responsibility to take the letter
home and have it signed by a parent or guardian.
The letter must then be returned to the Assistant
Head of HS the following day. Failure to do so will
result in an additional hour added to the remaining
detention time for the following week and also
declares the student ineligible to participate in
extracurricular activities until the entire detention
time is served. Please note that detention hall time
may be spent cleaning or doing other work around
campus as determined by the Assistant Head of HS.
In addition to detention halls, Saturday School
can also be assigned for disciplinary consequences.
The student must serve all the assigned hours on
the date the Saturday School is assigned. Students
are to be in school uniform when they serve
Saturday School. Failure to serve the assigned

Right to Safety
In an effort to provide a safe learning
environment for all students and staff, students
who make verbal or written death threats toward a
person or terroristic threats toward the school will
be reported to law enforcement. The student’s
parents will be contacted, and the student will be
removed from campus. The student will receive a
minimum three (3) day out of school suspension
and before returning to school, the student must be
seen by a licensed psychologist and provide the
school with a written mental health evaluation that
states the student is not a threat to self or others.

Integrity Code
MPCS recognizes that developing and
instilling integrity in its students is at the core of its
mission. With this in mind, an Integrity Code has
been established that states the following:
MPCS students will refrain from lying, stealing
and cheating and will encourage others to do the
same.
1. LYING is making a false statement or
intentionally omitting information that
would create a false impression.
2. STEALING is taking the property of
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another without consent.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY is
unauthorized assistance sought,
received, or offered on any schoolwork
that could result in an unfair advantage.
It is the representation of another’s work
as one’s own.
A student found guilty of a violation of the
Integrity Code shall be subject to possible
suspension from the school. Consequences may
vary with the degree of severity of the violation.
School administrators will determine said
consequence. Certain guidelines for acceptable
behavior have been established regarding student
behavior and deportment. The administration has
the responsibility for the final authority to enforce
the intent and spirit of the Integrity Code. The
function of the code is to:
● Reveal God (Joshua 1:5).
● Develop and maintain a climate that
allows the school to function in a decent
and orderly manner (I Corinthians 14:40).
● Teach students submission to authority
(Hebrews 13:17).
● Instill the values of Christian character (2
Peter 1:5-8).
● Promote and instill self-discipline (Psalm
119:165-168).
It is of paramount importance that the home
and school cooperate fully with one another.
In keeping with our mission to unite home and
church with school, we feel that communication
between parents and teachers is of paramount
importance. Should a concern arise that requires
one-on-one attention, the parent(s) or teacher
should take the matter quickly and respectfully to
the other. Each has the prerogative of requesting
an administrator’s presence in conferences
concerning students.
No conduct code can hope to address every
infraction that might occur. These regulations are
not intended to be exhaustive but to provide
general guidelines for acceptable behavior.

warning to a final step of having the students
permanently removed from the class, resulting in a
“W.” In some cases, students who continually
disrupt the learning process may be assigned
additional consequences, including lunch isolation,
detention hall, or suspension. Teachers and the
administration will collaborate in the decisionmaking process.

3.

Tobacco, Alcohol, and Drug Policy
In accordance with the MPCS covenant
statements and code of conduct, the use of
tobacco (including any form of e-cigarette),
alcohol, drugs, or the abuse of prescriptions and
over-the-counter medications violates the
community standards. Students who violate this
policy will be dealt with according to the
administration’s discretion which may include
expulsion.

Behavior Management System
Each classroom teacher will implement
his/her own behavior management system with the
primary goal being to create a warm and caring, yet
enriching and learning environment. Teachers may
choose to follow a system of step by step
consequences that range from a simple verbal
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executive director for a waiver of this rule for
the first semester after the transfer occurs.
Refer to the GHSA constitution for the most
accurate information. The GHSA constitution
can be found on the GHSA website at
www.ghsa.net.

High School Co-curricular
Activities
Athletics
Interscholastic teams in grades nine through
twelve are fielded in baseball, basketball,
cheerleading, cross country, football, golf, soccer,
softball, tennis, track/field, lacrosse, swimming,
wrestling, equestrian, and volleyball. As members
of the Georgia High School Association, MPCS
competes with other schools at both the junior
varsity and varsity levels.
Students who wish to participate in
interscholastic athletics must meet eligibility
requirements regulated by the Georgia High School
Association, as well as those required by MPCS.
Eligibility requirements of GHSA, as stated below,
are taken directly from the GHSA Constitution and
Bylaws.

Co-Curricular Eligibility

(Athletics, Arts, and Leadership)
Although co-curricular activities have great value
in developing the young people who participate in
them, they are secondary to the main purpose of
education. Thus, students need to keep
educational priorities in order. In addition to the
GHSA requirements, High school students must
meet the following criteria set forth by MPCS.
High school students participating in cocurricular activities will have their grades reviewed
every three to four weeks (these dates will be
established at the start of the school year).
Students who are failing a course or have an overall
GPA below a 2.00 will be placed on an academic
action plan with the intent of helping the student
improve his or her academic standing. The
academic action plan may include:
● Required attendance of tutoring sessions
before or after school
● Saturday School attendance if missing
assignments play a part in the low grade
● For seniors, loss of free blocks
● A timeline to complete specific tasks and
goals
If a student fails to meet the guidelines put forth
in the academic action plan, the student will be
pulled from competition or performances until said
guidelines are met. The high school principal, dean
of students, and/or guidance counselor will meet
with each student to develop an appropriate action
plan, and to follow up on adherence to the plan. It
is the responsibility of the student to report
progress regarding the plan to the appropriate
administrator.
All students must be in good standing
behaviorally and meet the behavioral criteria as
established by the local administrator to
participate in co-curricular activities. See the
general 2016-2017 Parent/Student Handbook for
financial responsibilities. Students must be current
in the business office in order to participate in
athletics.

GHSA – To be eligible to participate, practice,
and/or tryout in interscholastic activities, a
student must be academically eligible. A
student is required to pass 2.5 Carnegie unit
subjects (five courses) counting toward
graduation, or their equivalent, the semester
immediately preceding participation.
Exception:
First semester ninth grade students.
(a) Passing in all GHSA member schools is
a grade of seventy (70).
(b) If a student is taking a multiple period
subject such as a vocational course for
a full morning or afternoon it may be
counted for more than one subject.
The number of subjects counted will
be equivalent to the number of units
given.
(c) Students participating in junior
varsity or “B” team competition must
meet all scholastic requirements.
(d) Courses taken in eighth grade and
carrying graduation credit can never
be used for eligibility purposes.
NOTE: If an eligible student transfers from a
school that uses a block-schedule format to a
school using a traditional format (or vice versa)
and that student cannot get a full schedule of
classes with equivalent credit in the semester of
the transfer, the school may petition the
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required meetings or they will be placed on
probation or dismissed from the club.

All students who wish to participate in fall school
activities (i.e. athletics, performing arts, leadership,
etc.) must meet the criteria and be fully accepted
for the next school year at the time of tryouts or
sign-up.
All students are required to have a current
physical on file in the athletic office prior to
beginning any activity. Please see the MPCS
website for our policies/procedures manual for
more information.

National Honor Society
The National Honor Society provides eligibility
for students in grades eleven and twelve. Selection
for membership is based on five criteria:
● Scholarship
● Leadership
● Service
● Character
● Citizenship
● Students must have a minimum
cumulative grade point average of 3.80
and be approved by the NHS sponsors.
Students must meet or exceed the established
criteria to be inducted into NHS during the spring of
their sophomore or junior year. Seniors are not
eligible to be newly inducted. Current members of
the NHS are evaluated on an ongoing basis for
service hours and a semester basis for meeting the
minimum cumulative GPA. If they fail to meet the
established criteria for service hours the following
penalties will occur.

Sportsmanship Clause
Players and fans are expected to demonstrate
appropriate behavior and to show respect for the
opponents and fans. Rudeness, poor
sportsmanship, and profanity in any form are
prohibited and subject to disciplinary action,
including exclusion from participating in athletic
events.

Dozier School of the Arts
For student who wish to pursue a more intensive
experience in the performing arts, above and
beyond the traditional arts classes available at
MPCS, the Murray Arts Center at Mount Paran
Christian School is home to a unique performing
arts magnet program of study, the Dozier School of
the Arts (DSA), which functions as a school-withina-school, facilitating students to explore specific
areas of the arts with a scope and depth that will
prepare them for entrance into college and
professional arts programs, and to become
servant-leaders through the use of their artistic
gifts. Students interested in the DSA should refer to
the DSA Participation Guidelines for full details
regarding requirements. DSA Participation
Guidelines are accessible online via the MPCS Web
Page. It is important to note that students are not
required to participate in DSA in order to enroll in
classes at the Murray Arts Center; the DSA is for
those students wishing to specialize in the arts
during the high school years.

Penalties
Students who fail to complete the service hour
requirement including the completion of the
service report form, will experience the following
penalties:
1st offense:
The first time a member
does not turn in service
hours for the monthly
deadline, a warning letter
will be sent to the
student, parents, and
Joel Hazard.
2nd offense:
If a student fails to
submit service hours by
the deadline a second
time, he/she will be
placed on probation. A
probation letter will be
sent to the student,
parents and Joel Hazard
3rd offense:
The third time a student
neglects to turn in service
hours in a timely manner,
he/she will be dismissed
for the remainder of the
year. A dismissal letter

Clubs

Various clubs are available in grades nine
through twelve and will meet throughout the year
either during designated times before school,
scheduled lunch meetings, or meetings
immediately following school. Most clubs will be
open to ninth through twelfth grade students
although some are limited to particular age groups
and criteria. Students must attend the minimum
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will also be sent to
parents and Joel Hazard.
A due process hearing
can be scheduled at the
student’s request.
Students cannot apply
for reinstatement the
next school year. There
will be no refund of dues.
Seniors who are
dismissed will not be
recognized with NHS
honors at graduation.
While the emphasis is to be placed on the spirit of
service, students in NHS must demonstrate both
responsibility and leadership by completing the
student service report form. Due dates are the end
of each month or the last school day of the month.
There will be one week grace given before penalties
are applied.

must meet the MPCS minimal academic standard,
demonstrate outstanding character, and have a
heart to serve others.

Peer Mentoring Initiative
In the spring of their 10th and 11th grade school
years, students are encouraged to submit an
application to be a mentor-leader. Selection
criteria is based on many factors including
character, leadership, peer relations, and
behavioral history. Input on each applicant is
received from high school faculty and staff and a
current letter of recommendation is also required.
Students are to submit their application and
recommendation by the established deadline. Mr.
Braswell and any additional PMI sponsors will make
the final decisions as to participation. Students
who are not selected are encouraged to apply the
following year, if applicable. All students selected
must attend the required training sessions,
including the four-hour session a few days prior to
the start of the school year.

Dues
Annual dues of $15 are to be turned in to the
student accounts office.

PMI UP
The MPCS PMI UP program is designed to
encourage new students in grades 10-12 to
successfully transition into high school and to get
connected to the school as quickly as possible. It is
the responsibility of the PMI UP leaders/advisors to
assist new students in grades 10-12 in their
understanding of the school culture, including the
academic, spiritual, and social expectations of the
high school.

Beta Club
Students in grades ten through twelve are
eligible for membership in the MPCS Beta Club.
Membership is based on character, leadership,
achievement, scholarship, and service. The Beta
Club creed promotes the principles of honesty,
justice, service, cooperation, responsibility,
industriousness, humility, and charity. Students
must achieve and maintain a grade point average
of 3.50 or higher to qualify for and maintain active
membership. They must also meet the required
minimum service hours on a monthly basis. (4 per
month for a yearly total of 32 service hours).
Students must attend a minimum of 70% of the
meetings. More specific details can be obtained
from the club sponsor. Students who to fail to meet
requirements will be given a warning. Then they
will be placed on probation and eventually
dismissed.

Student Government Association

The purpose of the Student Government
Association is to act as a liaison between the
student body and the school administration. They
are also responsible for planning and organizing
school events that promote unity and school spirit.
The high school Student Government Association is
served by its executive president (senior), vicepresident (senior or junior), secretary (junior),
chaplain (sophomore) and a communication chair
(senior, junior or sophomore), as well as the class
representatives for grades nine through twelve.

Key Club
Key Club is an international student-led
organization which provides its members with the
opportunities to provide service, build character,
and develop leadership. Students in grades nine
through twelve may apply for membership and
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High School Policies and
Procedures

●

Home and School Communication
Policies
Information about upcoming events and
major announcements from the high school are
available through the Weekly Word, the school
website, morning announcements, TV monitor, and
itslearning. Also, the high school administration will
use eblasts and text messaging to communicate
details concerning major upcoming events (for
example, Homecoming, Prom, Fall Retreat).

●
●

●

●

Parent/Teacher Communication
If you wish to set up a conference with an
individual teacher, call the teacher at school and
leave a message. If you wish to meet with two or
more of your student’s teachers for a combined
conference, call the guidance office and the
conference will be arranged at a time convenient
for everyone.

●

After School Policy
No student is allowed to be on the MPCS property
unless under the supervision of his/her parent or a
MPCS staff person. Any high school students
remaining after 3:20 will be sent to the supervised
study hall in the Weber Media Center until picked
up by their parent/guardian.

driving guidelines, including any posted
speed limits. If a speed limit is not posted,
the speed limit is 10 MPH.
When students arrive at school, they must
leave the cars and enter the building.
There is to be no loitering in the parking lot
before and after school.
Students are not to return to their cars
during the school day without permission.
Reckless or careless conduct with a vehicle
is unacceptable and will result in a
suspension of driving privileges.
MPCS shall not be responsible for the
losses or damages to the property of users
of its facilities including bodily injury.
Following one verbal warning, any
student who violates any parking and
traffic guidelines shall be subject to the
consequences deemed appropriate by
the administration, including the
indefinite or permanent loss of their
school parking permit.
Seniors with open blocks are allowed to
leave campus, but are to park his/her car
in the assigned parking space in the high
school parking lot. If returning to campus,
students must do so prior to 2:00 p.m. or
after 3:20 p.m.

Parking Violation Policy
1st Offense:
Saturday School
2nd Offense:
Loss of driving/parking
privileges and/or free blocks for ten (10) school
days. Further infractions will result in loss of
driving/parking privileges for the remainder of the
semester.
Any student who is subject to the consequences
of school parking lot violations, including speeding
and not parking in their designated area, will be
subject to additional consequences. Should a first
offense be of such a serious nature, the
administration may well decide to override a verbal
warning and move to immediate consequences.

Driving and Parking Lot Policies
During the day many people are in and out of the
parking lot at MPCS. In order to provide for the
safety of all, the following policies are to be
adhered to at all times by student drivers.
● Students MUST register their car(s)
immediately upon applying for a parking
permit.
● Students cannot park a car on campus
without the vehicle being registered at the
high school office. If a student drives two
vehicles at different times, both vehicles
should be registered.
● Students are not to park in a handicapped
area or a designated parking space for
visitors, staff, etc. Students in grades 9-11
are not allowed to move their vehicles at
all during the school day.
● Students must abide by all parking and
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limited to the dates and transportation method
prescribed by MPCS. Students are not permitted to
drive themselves to and from field trip destinations
even with parental permission and sign-out.
Students that travel under the school’s
supervision on ANY school or athletic activity must
return with the school group and to the school. The
only people to whom a student will be released on
such trips are the student’s parents or guardians,
unless written notification is provided beforehand.
This is necessary because of the school’s legal
responsibility and liability. If a student travels to
the activity on his/her own, the school will not be
responsible for the student; written notification by
the parent/guardian stating that the student will
not be using school-provided transportation is
required, otherwise the student must travel with
the school.

Interrogation and Search Policies
Interrogations
The headmaster, heads, or designated
representatives are authorized to conduct
reasonable interrogations of students in order to
properly investigate and address student
misconduct.
Searches
MPCS endeavors to provide a safe and secure
environment for all students. The board authorizes
reasonable searches of students directed to that
end by authorized school officials. Searches based
on reasonable suspicion may proceed without
hindrance or delay. The headmaster or authorized
representative is authorized to conduct inspection
of student’s school lockers, with suspicion of the
presence of items such as, but not limited to,
weapons, contraband, drugs, alcohol, cigarettes of
any type, or materials considered inappropriate at
MPCS.
Lockers are subject to inspection and search by
school officials. In the interest of security, locks
must be purchased from MPCS. MPCS shall
maintain duplicate keys or records of all locker
combinations. Lockers are the property of MPCS
and are subject to the rules and regulations for use
of lockers established by the school.
In the event the search of the student’s person,
personal possessions, locker, or vehicle reveals the
student is concealing material, the possession of
which is prohibited by federal, state, or local law
enforcement, authorities may be notified so that
they may take appropriate action. The
administration will attempt to notify parents in the
event local law enforcement officers are called. All
confiscated items will remain in the possession of
the school or be forwarded to local law
enforcement.

Travel Policy
Participation in approved, school-sponsored
trips of any kind is restricted to only MPCS
students, MPCS students’ parents, MPCS staff,
administration-approved MPCS alumni, and MPCS
staff spouses. If a third-party trip coordinating
company is used, representatives of that company
can also attend for the express purpose of
facilitating and leading the trips.
Participation in school-sponsored trips is also
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Appendices
(Section Six)
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Pledges
Pledge of Allegiance
I pledge allegiance to the flag
Of the United States of America
And to the republic for which it stands
One nation, under God, indivisible,
With liberty and justice for all.
Pledge to the Christian Flag
I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag
And to the Savior, for whose Kingdom it stands
One Savior, crucified, risen, and coming again
With life and liberty to all who believe.
Pledge to the Bible
I pledge allegiance to the Bible,
God’s Holy Word.
I will make it a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path.
I will hide its words in my heart.
That I might not sin against Thee.
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Covenant Statement
As a covenant commitment with Mount Paran Christian School, we, as a family,
hereby agree to the following standards for the 2017-2018 school year:
I.

We as parent(s) or guardian(s), do affirm that biblical training in our home will provide a secure
haven of safety and loving care, as indicated in the Word, accepting God’s responsibility as stated
in Proverbs 22:6, Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.

II.

We have carefully examined and agree with the Statement of Faith of Mount Paran Christian School
and desire Mount Paran Christian School to work as agents of our household.

III.

In full cooperation with Mount Paran Christian School, we will regularly attend the Parent Teacher
Fellowship meetings and other functions requiring our participation.

IV.

We pledge our loyalty to the aims and ideals of the Mount Paran Christian School and will bring any
criticisms directly to the teacher and/or administration so that they may be handled in a biblically
appropriate manner (Matthew 18). We will avoid discussions with those not involved so as to avoid
a spirit of dissension or division at the expense of our child or the school.

V.

We pledge that if, for any reason, our child does not meet the academic requirements or cooperate
with the disciplinary standards of Mount Paran Christian School, we will withdraw him/her without
delay and cooperate with the administration in completing the withdrawal process.

VI.

We understand that students are admitted for one year at a time and that Mount Paran Christian
School reserves the right to dismiss, suspend, or otherwise discipline any student who does not
adhere to the standards in the Student Handbook. We understand that the payment of the tuition
deposit does not acknowledge the acceptance of the applicant, but that an official acceptance
letter must be received each year. We understand that a student may also be dismissed due to
parental noncompliance of school policy or if an administrative decision is made that Mount Paran
Christian School is not the most appropriate setting for the student/family. In addition, the student
must successfully complete the current academic year.

VII.

We understand that Mount Paran Christian School is a non-profit ministry operating on the
principle of faith. We also understand that, because tuition is kept as low as possible to make
Christian education available to those who desire it for their children and that tuition and fees do
not cover all operating costs, additional funds and needs must be met through gifts and personal
services of the parents. We, as the parents, commit to give as regularly as God provides to meet the
financial needs, to perform services when needed, and to uphold the school consistently in family
prayer.

VIII.

We pledge to support an environment at home and school which fosters socially responsible
behavior and speech. We also agree to train our children to be respectful towards others who are
different than they, be it physically, racially, ethnically or socio-economically.
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2018-2019 HIGH SCHOOL CODE OF CONDUCT
As a Christian community committed to “preparing servant-leaders to honor God, love others, and walk in truth,” Mount
Paran Christian School is dedicated to the highest standards of academic achievement, spiritual growth, and personal
development. Members of this community seek to honor God by promoting lifestyles that are biblically based and
affirming to one another. Faith in God leads to behavior that displays His authority in our lives. Scripture teaches that
certain attributes such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control are to
be the hallmarks of lives and relationships of members of a Christian community (Galatians 5:22-23).
With this purpose and spiritual foundation, MPCS students are expected to comply with the following lifestyle
expectations:
1.

Community life at MPCS should be marked by personal stewardship of abilities and resources as well as
sensitivity to the God-given worth and dignity of each individual regardless of differences. The school,
therefore, does not condone discrimination or harassment of another person because of race, color,
national or ethnic origins, denominational background, age, gender, or disability.

2.

Religious devotions and worship experiences are essential to the spiritual health of the MPCS community.
Devotions provided in the mornings by the administration and classroom devotions and prayer offered by
teachers and students should be respected. Additionally, chapel experiences are provided to bring the
community together to experience the joy of a commonly shared faith in Jesus Christ. A variety of
denominational representatives speak and offer music in chapels, and each member of the community is
expected to be attentive and respectful of speakers even if the approach is different from their own.

3.

MPCS recognizes that certain attitudes are expressly condemned in scripture. These include greed,
jealousy, pride, lust, needless anger, an unforgiving spirit, harmful discrimination, and prejudice. Likewise,
certain behaviors are also prohibited by God’s Word. These include theft, lying, cheating, plagiarism,
gossip, slander, profanity, vulgarity, homosexual behavior, premarital sex, sexual promiscuity,
pornography, drunkenness, gluttony, immodesty, and occult practices (Galatians 5:19-21, I Corinthians 6:910).

4.

Scripture also teaches that all of our actions should be performed to the glory of God. We seek, therefore, to
be selective in the choices of clothes, entertainment, personal websites, and recreation, promoting those
which strengthen the body of Christ and avoiding those which would diminish sensitivity to Christian
responsibility or promote sensual attitudes or conduct. As participants in school-sponsored clubs, sports,
and activities, students are expected to behave at all times in such a way that brings honor to God and
reflects positively on the mission of the school.

5.

Since the body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, it deserves respect and preservation of its well-being.
Therefore, the use of alcohol, illegal drugs, tobacco in any form, vaping, and the abuse of prescriptions and
over-the-counter drugs violate the community standards at MPCS.
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I have read the above and, as a member of the MPCS community, agree to comply with these lifestyle
expectations.
(A copy of this will be signed in Bible classes prior to September 1st.)
__________________________________________________
Student Signature

____________________
Date

__________________________________________________
Printed Student Name
The Lee University Student Handbook was the source of some of the content and design for the MPCS Community Covenant.
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Connected Learning Program Agreement
Mount Paran Christian School (hereinafter also referred to as “MPCS”) is pleased to
implement a Connected Learning Program for the 2018-2019 school year for all middle and
high school students. The Connected Learning Program supports the continued growth and
expansion of collaborative learning and the 1:1 initiative. Reflecting an unwavering
commitment to instructional excellence at MPCS, the program enhances depth of teaching
and learning and the use of digital technology to widely expand our library of resources.
It is important to understand that for the integrity of the program and continuity of
instruction, an opt-out alternative does not exist.
In support of the Connected Learning Program, MPCS middle and high school students will be
issued an MPCS-owned device for use at school and at home. This form is a binding legal
agreement, referred hereinafter as “Agreement,” between the parents or legal guardians of
the student (“Student”) and Mount Paran Christian School. This Agreement addresses the
authorized use and handling of the device, hardware, case, accessories, and software issued,
hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Property,” for the specific purpose of the
Connected Learning Program.
By signing this Agreement, and as a condition of the Student’s participation in the program, I
understand and consent to comply with the following terms and conditions.
Connected Learning Program Terms and Conditions
1. Title/Ownership:
a. MPCS maintains legal title to and sole ownership of the Property issued under this
Agreement. Possession and use of the Property under the Connected Learning Program is
contingent upon compliance with this Agreement.
b. I understand and agree that neither I, nor the Student, have any ownership rights to the
Property.
2. Replacement/Repair:
Manufacturer defects in the Property will be covered by the manufacturer’s warranty and/or
by MPCS. If the Property is damaged to the point that it is determined by MPCS Information
Technology in its sole discretion to be unusable for the purpose intended by the Connected
Learning Program, if it is lost, or if it is stolen, I will be required to pay an amount up to the full
replacement cost of the Property to MPCS.
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Year 1*
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Surface Pen
Surface Power Supply
Surface Keyboard
Screen/Kickstand Damage
Surface Tablet

Year 2*

Year 3*

$ 32.00
$ 32.00
$ 32.00
68.00 68.00
68.00
55.00 55.00
55.00
450.00
450.00
450.00
999.99
799.99
599.99

*Device or accessory age is determined by the IT Help Desk from school records at the time of loss.

3. Additional Responsibilities:
a. The device will be provided in a protective covering to prevent most of the typical
accidents that could occur in the normal use of the device.
b. The protective cover or shell of the device may not be removed under any circumstances
except by the express authorization of an MPCS Information Technology staff member. It is
provided to protect the device and ensure its ready availability to use in learning.
c. The Property is only to be used by the student to whom it is assigned, and should not be
loaned to any other individuals, including siblings, friends, or fellow students.
d. I agree that the device will be fully charged upon arrival to the school each school day.
e. I agree that all food and beverages will be kept away from the Property at all times.
f. I agree that there will be no attempt to disassemble any part of the Property or attempt any
repairs to the Property. All repairs will be made by MPCS Information Technology staff or by a
factory-authorized repair center at the exclusive direction of MPCS Information Technology.
g. I agree that no decorative markings, stickers, or permanent markings will be affixed to or
placed on the Property.
h. I agree the Property and its features will only be used in ways that are appropriate and
educational in nature.
i. I agree that in the event of theft, I will file a police report and notify MPCS Information
Technology of the police report number and date in a timely manner via email at
ithelpdesk@mtparanschool.com .
j. I agree that any and all use of the Property will be filtered and monitored (both on and off
campus) and the use history will be monitored and reported for review by the system
administrator or MPCS Information Technology staff. I further agree that the Property is
subject to inspection by any member of the administration, faculty, or Information
Technology staff at any time.
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k. In order to maintain a consistent student learning experience and for security purposes,
students will not be able load personal software onto the device.
4. General Terms of Participation:
a. I agree to comply at all times with the Technology Responsible Use Policy which is located
in the MPCS parent/student handbook.
b. I further agree to return all Property in good working condition to MPCS Information
Technology at the end of participation in the Connected Learning Program. In no event shall I
retain the Property for more than two school days after the end of the school year, or the end
of my enrollment, should I discontinue enrollment before the end of the year. If I fail to return
the Property in a timely fashion, my tuition account will be subject to late fees at the rate of
$10.00 per calendar day, and MPCS staff shall have the right to take legal action to repossess
the Property. In the event that happens, I will be responsible for any costs incurred by MPCS
or any other party related to the repossession of the Property, including but not limited to
attorney fees and costs.
c. If I fail to comply with any term(s) of this Agreement, the Student may be subject to further
measures, including but not limited to any applicable student discipline up to and including
dismissal.
5. Indemnification:
a. In consideration for receiving permission of Mount Paran Christian School, to participate in
the Connected Learning Program, I hereby release, waive, discharge, and covenant not to sue
Mount Paran Christian School, its officers, trustees, agents, servants, or employees
(hereinafter referred to as “Releasees”) from any and all liability, claims, demands, actions,
and causes of action whatsoever arising out of or related to any loss, damage, or injury,
including death, that may be sustained by me, or any of the property belonging to me,
whether caused by the negligence of the Releasees, or otherwise, while participating in such
activity, or while in, on or upon the premises where the activity is being conducted.
b. I further hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Releasees from any loss,
liability, damage or costs, including court costs and attorney fees, that they may incur due to
my participation in the Connected Learning Program, whether caused by negligence of
Releasees or otherwise.
c. It is my express intent that this Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement shall bind
the members of my family and spouse, if I am alive, and my heirs, assigns and personal
representative, if I am deceased, and shall be deemed as a release, waiver, discharge, and
covenant not to sue the above-named Releasees. I hereby further agree that this Waiver of
Liability and Hold Harmless agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the
State of Georgia.
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d. In signing this Agreement, I have read the foregoing Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless
terms, understand it and sign voluntarily as my own free act and deed; no oral
representations, statements, or inducements, apart from the foregoing written agreement,
have been made; I am fully competent; and I execute this Release for full, adequate and
complete consideration fully intending to be bound by same.
Agreement acknowledgment
I have read and reviewed the contractual requirements with my child. In addition, I, as the
parent or legal guardian, agree to comply by the requirements outlined in this agreement.
Connected Learning Program Acknowledgment: Yes
As the parent/ legal guardian, I agree and consent to complete this program agreement
under electronic means. I acknowledge and agree the following electronic signature will have
the same legal effect and validity as a written signature and will be given the same legal
effect as a written and hand-signed legal agreement.

Note: The following documents may be found on the
school website, under High School Information:
● A/B Schedule
● Course Offerings
● Graduation Requirements
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