2021-2022 RISING TWELFTH GRADE ON-LEVEL BRITISH LITERATURE
SUMMER READING
Students should read TWO required plays.

REQUIRED READING #1:

Macbeth
by William Shakespeare
A brave Scottish general named Macbeth receives a prophecy from a trio of witches that
one day he will become King of Scotland. Consumed by ambition and spurred to action by
his wife, Macbeth murders King Duncan and takes the Scottish throne for himself. He is
then wracked with guilt and paranoia. Heavy lies the crown! Any version of the play is
acceptable as long as it is written in the original and complete Shakespearean language.
TASK: Students will complete an objective assessment the third day of class.

REQUIRED READING #2:

The Screwtape Letters
by C.S. Lewis
Screwtape, a more experienced devil, writes a series of letters to a younger devil named
Wormwood on how to successfully tempt a man, referred to only as "The Patient." The
Screwtape Letters is a book that entertains while it instructs. Though World War II serves
as the backdrop for the Letters, war and strife do not play a significant role in the work.
The book is about more universal problems that every individual must deal with even
today.
TASK: By the second week of class, students will have completed margin notations. Once collected and
assessed, the annotated books may be used during a Socratic Seminar.
MARGIN NOTATIONS
Margin notations are comments and questions made by the reader that demonstrate interaction with the text.
A sample page showing thorough and insightful margin notes is provided on the next page. The grade will be
based on variety, thoughtfulness, thoroughness, and accuracy. Most every page should include multiple
notations. Random highlights and underlining without commentary do not count for credit. Ideas for
inclusion are as follows:
Define new vocabulary words (NOT ONES ALREADY DEFINED IN A GLOSSARY).
●
Label literary techniques (simile, metaphor, personification, allusion, hyperbole, oxymoron, etc.).
●
Ask questions.
●
Underline meaningful quotes, and explain the value of each.
●
Relate specific passages to your own life.
●
Make predictions.
●
Draw pictures in order to visualize descriptions.
●
Summarize sections or scenes IN YOUR OWN WORDS.
●

