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Admission Update 
Please remember to complete the re-enrollment applications 
located on the school’s website. Parents were sent an e-mail in 
January containing information on how to access and log in for 
the online application. It is important for you to use the 
password and username provided in the personalized e-mail.  
There is a tuition deposit due online at the time of re-enrollment 
in the amount of $600.00.  There are no options to pay this 
tuition deposit by check as it must be paid at the time of online 
enrollment with a credit card.  Please remember that current 
tuition payment plans do not have a scheduled January tuition 
charge in order to allow you to make the re-enrollment tuition 
deposit. Accounts must be current to complete re-enrollment and 
to be considered for acceptance for the 2012–2013 school year.   
 
REMINDER – we expect waiting lists to form early in several 
grade levels again this year. Priority is given to returning students 
who completed the online applications by January 31 and new 
applicants will be reviewed for available positions beginning 
February 1.   
 
Thank you to the many families who have already completed the 
re-enrollment application.  We look forward to partnering with 
you all again for the 2012-2013 school year.   If you have any 
questions or concerns about the process, call the admission office 
or e-mail admissions@mtparanschool.com. 
 
New student applications are available on the website, along with 
the required pastoral recommendation and teacher 
recommendation form. They can be downloaded from the 
website  or  you may contact admission@mtparanschool.com to 
obtain a hard copy of these forms.   Siblings of MPCS current 
students should also apply now using the new student application 
form on the website. Simply use your parent user id and 
password used on re-enrollment for the current student(s).  
 
Certificate of Ear & Eye Examination Form 3300 
As a part of the admission process, all NEW students entering 
kindergarten or first grade must submit a Certificate of Ear & 
Eye form 3300 obtained from a pediatrician. Also, all 
CURRENT Mount Paran Christian School preschool students 
entering kindergarten for the 2012-2013 school year should 
check with your pediatrician to obtain this form so it can be 
placed in your child’s records now to avoid any delay in 
enrollment. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Open House 
Invite your family and friends to join us for the next prospective 
parent open house on February 16. Open to all grades, the event 
will take place at 9:00 a.m. in the Murray Arts Center. Families 
may RSVP online at www.mtparanschool.com. 
 
 
“77 Time”  
All fathers and men of Mount Paran Christian School are invited 
to hear Mark Tidwell from FCA at our next “77 Time” this 
Thursday, February 2, at 7:00 a.m. Mark will share his story of 
battling cancer and what the Lord is teaching him along the way. 
It should be a great time of fellowship and spiritual growth. Make 
plans to join us in the Artist Reception Room at the Murray Arts 
Center and bring a friend. Contact Steve Cannon at 
770.926.1010 or steve.cannon.cn6q@statefarm.com with any 
questions. 
 
 
Exciting Announcement 
Dr. Tilley and the athletic and development offices would like to 
encourage everyone to attend the varsity basketball home games 
this Friday against cross-town rival, The Walker School.  There 
will be a very important announcement and presentation 
between the varsity girls and boys games at approximately 7:45 
p.m.!  We are excited about this news and encourage you to be 
present to share in this special recognition. (The JV teams will 
play at 3:30 and 5:00 p.m. and the varsity games will be at 6:30 
and 8:00 p.m.)  We hope to see you there! 
  
 
Guest Speaker 
All parents are invited to join us for a special high school chapel 
with guest, Brad Sherrill.  Brad will be performing in “Red Letter 
Jesus” at Theatre in the Square from February 5–March 10, 2012.  
“Red Letter Jesus” is Brad Sherrill's newest captivating 
performance of the red letters of Jesus from the synoptic gospels 
(Matthew, Mark and Luke). They are presented with an original 
multimedia presentation, including stunning imagery captured 
throughout Israel and Jordan in April, 2011.  This presentation 
will take place on Wednesday, February 15, during the high 
school chapel time (10:20-11:15 a.m.), but parents of students in 
ALL grades are invited to join us.  The balcony will be set aside 
for parents. 
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Statement of Faith Series, Part IV:  
 Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord 
by Teresa Burton, High School Bible Teacher 
 

We believe that the only hope for man is to believe in Jesus 
Christ, the virgin-born Son of God, who died to take upon 

himself the punishment for the sin of mankind and who rose 
from the dead, so that by receiving him as Savior and Lord, 

man is redeemed by His blood. 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name. 

On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

-Edward Mote 
 
This inspiring hymn is a reminder to us of the foundation we 
have in Jesus Christ.  The words ring especially true today in our 
world filled with individuals who are angry, scared, and hopeless. 
The events taking place in our headlines represent the fact that 
people have no hope in mankind, in their governments, in 
financial service markets, and in some instances, their houses of 
worship and religious leaders.  This sense of hopelessness is 
exacerbated by the fact that nothing positive seems to loom on 
the horizon.  
 
The Apostle Peter wrote to the church, in a time not so different 
than our own, and gave these encouraging words, Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 Peter 1:3).  It is a “living 
hope” founded in a Savior who is living and serving as our 
advocate.  He is a Savior who can relate to the day-to-day 
challenges of our lives and gives us the hope we need and the 
power to persevere through the difficulties of this world.    
 
In order for us to experience this hope and be brought into right 
relationship with God, someone had to pay the penalty for the 
wrongdoing that separated us from our Heavenly Father. Not 
only did our Savior have to be perfectly sinless to pay for the sins 
of others, but He had to be infinite.  No one less than God could 
accomplish this recompense of justice.  But the penalty had been 
pronounced against mankind.  Thus, God, though infinite, could 
not pay that penalty unless, without ceasing to be God, He 
became fully man.  This is what the one and only virgin birth was 
all about.  So he placed his Son, Jesus, in the womb of a virgin by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  As a result, we have in Jesus a 
human being to represent us in our sin and pay the required 
penalty through his death on the cross.    
 
Our salvation was made complete in the triumphant and glorious 
resurrection of God’s Son.  This is essential to our salvation 
because it demonstrated that God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice on our 
behalf.  It also confirms that God has the power to raise us from 

the dead.  It assures that those who believe in Christ will not 
remain dead, but will be resurrected unto eternal life.  That is our 
blessed hope! 
 
Jesus declared to us in John 14:6, I am the way the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.  Admittedly, anyone 
could make this statement.  However, when we take the time to 
examine His purity, His virgin birth, His sacrificial death, and 
ultimately His resurrection, Jesus has unique credibility when He 
makes this claim.  When we accept His forgiveness and 
acknowledge that He is “the way,” we become one of those 
liberated from the power of sin, the redeemed.  
 
PTF Membership Celebration 
If your family has not yet joined PTF, now is the perfect time to 
do so. We are currently sponsoring a membership drive and are 
ready to celebrate those classes that reach high percentages of 
membership. The first lower school class to reach 100% 
participation will receive a cupcake party. The first classes in 
Preschool, Lower School, Middle School and High School to 
reach 100% class participation will receive a Visa gift card for 
their class teacher. As an added incentive, the middle school and 
high school classes that reach the highest membership percentage 
will win a dress-down day.   Students of all PTF members will 
participate in an upcoming school-wide jeans day. 
  
PTF is an easy way to support our school and help promote 
volunteer and fellowship opportunities throughout the school 
year.  It only costs $15 per family and is simple to join. Forms are 
available on the school website. See the PTF Information tab 
accessible from the MPCS home page for more information. If 
you have any questions about your membership status, 
membership process, etc., please contact Lori North at 
lorinorthinteriors@gmail.com. We look forward to celebrating 
with you! 
 

 
 
The sixth annual Father Daughter Dance for kindergarten 
through fifth grade is Friday, February 10, 2012, from 5:30–8:30 
p.m., in the main gymnasium. The cost is $25 per couple 
(father/daughter) and $5 per each additional daughter (food, DJ, 
activities, and wrist corsages included).  
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Ten (More) Parenting Tips from Academic Council 
We know that MPCS parents are the best in the world because 
they send us the best children anywhere!  Period!  Having said 
that, however, the Academic Council thought you might want to 
hear some free advice from the school’s academic leadership, the 
group of educators charged with designing the instructional 
program for MPCS students, PK – grade 12.  We have the 
advantage of observing the growth as well as a few of the 
hindrances to the development of our 1220 students.  We hope 
that this list will at least spark conversation with your family.  
           
The Academic Council (comprised of the three principals, 
curriculum specialist, academic dean, director of performing arts, 
counseling services coordinator, and headmaster) recommends 
that:  
 

1. Parents not text their child during school hours; 
 

2. Parents not use phrases like “I know other 
students/parents/etc. are . . .” during family conference.  
Focus needs to be kept on the child; 
 

3. Parents plan regular visits for the family to museums, 
theaters, and concert halls; 
 

4. Parents encourage their child to find a part-time job 
(especially in the summer) if the child is old enough to 
work for pay; 
 

5. Parents encourage intellectual, athletic, artistic risk-
taking, even if failure is a likely outcome; 
 

6. The family schedule regular devotions and create a 
rotation for each member of the family to lead it; 
 

7. We all remember that it is more important that children 
develop character, work ethic, integrity, and personal 
responsibility than it is for them to make all A’s on a 
report card; 
 

8. Children be told what is expected of them.  State it 
clearly, simply, and often; 
 

9. Parents proactively use NetClassroom and Blogs to 
receive information pertaining to schoolwork, 
homework, and grades; 
 

10. Parents not be afraid of parenting – you don’t need 
permission; God has already given it to you!  Children 
have plenty of friends; they only have you as parents. 
 

 
 
 

Athletic Notes 

Spring Athletic Tryout Information 
Middle school tryouts will take place as follows: 
• Baseball, lacrosse, soccer, and tennis – February 8-10  
• Golf – TBA 
 
High school tryouts will take place as follows: 
• Golf –TBA 
 
The individual team pages on the school website are updated as 
additional information becomes available, so be sure to refer to 
mtparanschool.com for the most updated information. 
 
Students must have a current GHSA physical on file in the 
athletic office to participate in MPCS sports. Please contact the 
athletic office with questions. 
 
Swim Eagle Update 
Congratulations to the high school swim team for their recent 
performance at the Cobb County Swim Championship last 
weekend. Highlights of the weekend include Senior Luke 
Burton’s third place finish in the 100 backstroke and fifth place 
finish in the 50 freestyle. Luke’s results, along with that of 
sophomore, Emily Blom in the 100 butterfly, has qualified both 
swimmers for the state meet on Friday, February 10. 
 
The middle school swim team participated in the Crown 
Invitational on Saturday and placed fifth overall. Highlights of 
the meet include Sarah Locke’s second place finish in the 100 
individual medley & first place finish in the 50 butterfly. 
Brady Fields took first place in 100 individual medley & 50 
backstroke. Cullen Fields rounded out the meet with a first place 
finish in the 50 butterfly & 100 freestyle. The middle school 
team will wrap up their season this week against St. Francis 
before the NAML meet on Friday, February 3. 
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“Where's the Cow?”/Spirit Night 
Take a look at the picture below and try to guess where the cow is 
(hint: it is somewhere on the MPCS campus). Bring your guess 
with you this Thursday morning during morning chicken biscuit 
sales and drop it in the jar. If your correct answer is drawn from 
the jar, both you and your favorite teacher will win fun Chick-fil -
A treats! Be sure to listen to the Friday morning announcements 
for the results.  

 
Reminder – chicken biscuits will be on sale in the dining hall, the 
eighth grade hallway, and the main entrance to Dozier Hall, 
beginning at 7:15 a.m. each Thursday morning.  
 
Also, join us for the MPCS school spirit night on Monday, 
February 6, between 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the Chick-fil -A on Dallas 
Highway, for food, fun, and fellowship as we listen to our award- 
winning competition drumline, enjoy face painting for the little 
ones, and have the chance to win more free prizes! 
 
MPCS Band Members Participate at UGA 
Congratulations to high school band members Christina Dietz, 
Madeline Long, Cameron Gregory, Sherelle Harris, Tim 
Hermanson, Alyssa Tawadros, and JT Vinson for their 
acceptance and participation in the University of Georgia's 
Annual High School Honor Band Festival.  These students 
participated in a four-day conference at UGA consisting of large 
ensemble rehearsals, master classes, guest performances, and a 
culminating concert.  We are excited that our outstanding band 
students have made such high musical achievements to represent 
MPCS at this competitive statewide event!   
 
Senior Superlatives 
The seniors have voted and the results are in. Congratulations to 
the following students for being selected by their peers for the 
following superlatives: 
Mr. & Ms. MPCS: Connor Claussen and Mary Margaret Griffin 
Best Christian Character: Anthony Reyna and Jenna Sabato 
Most Likely to Succeed: Preston Moore and Erin Barnett 
Most Athletic: John-Pierce McKay and Emily Cameron 
 

Support Group to Start This Month  
Parent-to-Parent is a wonderful way for MPCS parents to come 
together and support each other in raising children of all ages. 
This DVD series is designed to educate and support parents as 
they raise their children in today’s toxic culture. The program 
provides crucial direction for parents in guiding their children, as 
well as support from other parents going through the same 
experience. Topics covered include internet safety, drugs, alcohol, 
and peer pressure, to name a few. Our hope is for all MPCS 
families to take part and benefit from this program.  
 
New groups will be meeting at different times and various 
locations. Parents have the opportunity to participate in these 
groups throughout each school year, and will benefit from each 
session, whether viewed independently or as part of the complete 
series. Dates for this year’s groups are:   
Sundays at 5:00 pm - Feb. 12, 26 and March 4  
 (in the home of Chuck and Deborah Davis) 
Tuesdays at 1:00 pm - Feb. 14, 21 and 28 (at school, location to 
 be announced) 
Thursdays at 8:15 am - Feb. 16, 23 and March 1  
 (at school, location to be announced) 
Save the date and plan to participate in one of these groups! 
 
For more information, please contact Mrs. Deborah Davis at 
ddavis@mtparanschool.com or 678-231-6236. Address for 
Sunday meetings:  912 Kinghorn Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30152 
 
 
 
Freshman Dating and Parent Bible Study 
Reminder - All ninth graders are invited to attend the co-ed Bible 
study on relationships and the pressures that kids face in today’s 
culture at the home of Lance & Sonya Cooper from 4:00-6:00 
p.m. on 2/12 and 2/26.  The Coopers’ address is 1401 Bullard 
Road, Powder Springs, GA  30127. 
 
We welcome all parents to come a little early (3:30) if you have 
questions about the format of the group or the material being 
discussed. Feel free to contact any one of the parent leaders:  
Keith Johnson at 770.757.2740 or keithandpaige@att.net, Todd 
VerSteeg at 404.697.7298 or toddvs@vermeersoutheast.com, Kyle 
Massey at 770.855.7198 or k.smassey@comcast.net.  
 
In conjunction to the ninth grade student Bible study on godly 
relationships, we are pleased to offer a study for the parents, as 
well.  This three-week study consists of six video-driven sessions 
from Parent-to-Parent. Using biblical principles, the goal of the 
study is to help parents encourage their teens to stand against the 
temptations of our culture while also proving a great setting for 
freshmen parents to stand together.  Please join us on 2/12 and 
2/26 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the home of Lance and Sonja 
Cooper. The parents will meet upstairs while the students meet 
downstairs for their study.  Please e-mail Mrs. Heather Cook with 
any questions at hcook@mtparanschool.com.  
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Empowered Parenting Seminars  
Family Matters of North Cobb is teaming up with Kennesaw 
United Methodist Church and professional parenting coach and 
award-winning author, Kindred Howard, to present six different 
sessions (see below) on raising happy, secure, and self-disciplined 
kids. To learn more, visit: www.FamilyMatters-NC.com or e-mail: 
info@FamilyMatters-NC.com. 
Tuesday, February 7 / 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
The Parent-Centric Home 
Tuesday, February 21 / 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Leadership Before Relationship 
 
Parenting Teens Workshop 
MPCS families are invited to attend a FREE parenting teens 
event at High Meadows School on Wednesday, February 8 at 
7:00 p.m.  High Meadows is pleased to have founder of Parenting 
Teens Info and nationally recognized award-winning author, 
speaker, and publisher, Sue Blaney, on their campus for this 90- 
minute program. Author of Please Stop the Rollercoaster and 
Parenting Through Thick and Thin, Sue is dedicated to supporting 
parents in successfully raising teenagers. For more information 
about the event, contact Sue Amacker, Counselor of High 
Meadows School in East Cobb at 678-507-1164 or visit their 
website at www.highmeadows.org.  
 
 
Calendar  
February 10 Father-Daughter Dance (lower school)  
February 17  Winter Holiday (school & offices closed)  
February 20  Presidents’ Day (school & offices closed)  
February 23-24  Mulan, Jr. (middle school musical)  
February 28  Band Concert 7:00 p.m.  
March 1   Orchestra Concert 7:00 p.m.  
March 2   WWII Fair  
March 5-9  Book Fair Myrick Media Center  
March 9  Early Release Day – End third 9 weeks 
March 13-23 Standardized Testing (grades 1-7) 
March 15-17 HS Drama Production 
March 23 Talent Show 
March 24 Auction 
April 2-6  Spring Break 
April 18  Community-wide Service Day 
 
(Note: the 2012-13 school calendar is now on the MPCS website) 

College Acceptances Update 
Tabor Dozier has received two more college acceptances last week 
to Reinhardt University in Waleska, Georgia and Truett 
McConnell College in Cleveland, Georgia.  
 
Thomas Jay has been accepted into Kennesaw State University. 
 
Kellie Fern recently confirmed that she will attend Arizona State 
University, in Tempe, Arizona – home of the Sun Devils -  where 
she has family located.  
 
Austin Watt has been waiting to give us all of his announcements 
at once, and has been accepted into the following schools: 
Auburn, Alabama, Ole Miss, Mississippi State and Western 
Carolina University. Austin is also awaiting word from Clemson 
University, and will find out later this month from them about 
his status.  
 
Finally today, in scholarship news, Preston Moore has been 
named a national finalist in the prestigious Johnson Scholarship 
program at Washington and Lee University, worth more than 
$30,000/year. He is being flown to the W & L campus, all 
expenses paid, March 4-6, 2012, as one of 200 seniors who will 
compete during the event. This is a high honor and we congratu-
late Preston, as well as all of these seniors, on their academic 
accomplishments! 
 
 
Special Guest Visits Lower School 
Last Thursday marked day 100 of school, so the kindergarten 
classes were involved in activities related to 100 throughout the 
day. One of the bright spots was when Mrs. Wewillowanda 
arrived and worked with the classes on several exercises of 
counting to 100. At 100 years young, Mrs. Wewillowanda was a 
real trooper and the kids enjoyed her visit to MPCS. 
 

 
Mrs. Wewillowanda with kindergarten friends, Emily Baute & Sarah Dark 
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